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i FIRST SESSION. 
N IN SENATE. 
Monpay, September 4, 1837. 
M5 This being the day designated in the Presipent’s 
Proclamation of the 15th of May, for the meeting 
5, “the First Session of the Twenty-fifth Congress, 
x S The VICE PRESIDENT called the Senate to 


onlerat 120’clock, when forty-two Senators appeared 

{| » their seats. 
Mr. GRUNDY offered the usual resolution re- 

is necting newspapers. 
49 ‘Mr. KING of Alabama presented the ecreden- 
fais of C. C. CLAY, a Senator elect from Ala- 
ama for six years from the 4th of March last. 
The credentials having been read, Mr. C. took the 
cath and his seat. 

Mr. RIVES presented the credentials of W. H. 
ROANE, elected a Senator from Virginia for six 
years from the 4th of March last. The credentials 
having been read, he was qualified and took his 
~ Mr. KING of Alabama presented the credentials 
of R.S. STRANGE of North Carolina, elected a 
Senator from that State for six years. The creden- 
als having been read, Mr. S. was qualified and 
wok his seat. 

Mr. KING of Alabama offered the following 
order: 

Ordered, That a message be transmitted to the 
House of Representatives, to inform that House 
hata quoruin of this body has assembled, and is 
ready to proceed to business. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved the appointment of a 
committee to join such committee as the House 
may appoint, to wait on the President of the United 
States, and inform him that the two Houses are 

ranized, and are ready to receive such commu- 
uicalion as he may be pleased to make to them. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that the Senate proceed 

the election of Sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr. CLAY moved to amend so as to include the 
of Doorkeeper; which wis agreed to, and 

ie motion as amended was then agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Sergeant- 
at-arms, when Mr. Strepsen Hatcnr received the 
whole of the 40 votes, and was consequently unani- 
ously elected. 

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for a Door- 
seeper, and on the third ballot Mr. Enwarp WryYerR 
was declared duly elected, having received 21 votes, 
being a majority of the whole number. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, 

The Senate adjourned. 


nee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, September 4, 1837. 

This being the day designated in the PresipENT’s 
Proclamation of the 15th of May, for the meeting 
ofan Extra Session of the Twenty-fifth Congress, 
ihe House was called to order at 12 o’clock, by 
Watrer S. Frankuin, Clerk of the House of Re- 
presentauves of the last Congress, who, having 
read the Proclamation, proceeded to call over the 
roll by States, when the following members an- 
swered to their names: 

Maine. 
George Evans, 
John Fairfield, 
Joseph C. Noyes, 
Francis O. J. Smith. 
New Hampsnire. 
Charles G. Atherton, Joseph Weeks, 
Samuel Cushman, Jared W. Willams. 
James Farrington, 
; Massacnusgrts. 
John @uiney Adams, — Ceorge Grennell, jr. 
Nathaniel B. Borden, William S. Hastings, 
George N. Briggs, Levi Lincoln, 


Hugh J. Anderson, 
Timothy J. Carter, 
Jonathan Cilley, 
Thomas Davee, 


i” We have printed abaut 5,000 extra copies, 


William Parmenter, 
Stephen C. Phillips, 
John Reed. 


William B. Calhoun, 
Caleb Cushing, 
Richard Fletcher, 


When the name of Mr. Custina was called, 
that gentleman rose in his place, and remarked, 
that before he answered officially, he wished to say 
a few words in explanation. He saw before him 
many members who were said to be elected to that 
House, but that was al! they knew, hi ving, at pre- 
sent, no authentic knowledge on the si bject. He 
insisted that they were not members of the House 
till after the election of Speaker, and they had all 
duly qualified. He was aware that the usage of 
the House had been, that the Clerk should prepare 
aroll,as he had done; should cal! the members 
individually; and that he should also officiate in the 
organization of the House. It was perfectly proper 
that he should do this, so far as regarded the prepara- 
tion of the roll and the cali of members; and the stand- 
ing rule of the House provided that he should be Clerk 
ull a successor was appointed; but it was not proper 
that that officer should be compelled to resort to 
newspapers, as to who were or were not members. 
It was not proper, Mr. C. must say, that they, the 
members elect, should be organized under the pre- 
sidency of an individual not a member of their own 
body. He did not say this out of any want of con- 
fidence in that officer, who, he was assured, would 
act in strict honor and good faith, but he desired to 
avail himself of that occasion to protest against 
the usage, and tostate that, but for the delicate cir- 
cuinstances in relation to the parties now dividing 
that House and the country, he should have felt it 
his duly to move that the gentlemen there present be 
organized, as they ought to be organized, under the 
presidency of one of their own number. Mr. C. 
added that he had merely made these explanations 
in order that, in due time, the evil might be re- 
medied, and he put several cases that might arise, 
as of one gentlemen calling another to order, who 
who could decide that question? or suppose a ques- 
tion should arise in regard to the mode of electing 
the Speaker, how could it be arranged? or sup- 
pose, what actually took place in the 23d Congress, 
that a question should arise as to whether a 
gentleman there present be or be not a 
member, how could it be decided by the present 
usage? Mr. C. held these to be evils; and at the 
proper time, when no party question could be 
brought to bear upon it, he hoped to see it adjusted. 
Having made this explanation, he expressed him- 
self ready to answer the call; which he did, and 
the Clerk proceeding with the roll, the following 
gentlemen answered to their names: 


Ruope Isuanp. 

Robert B. Cranston, Joseph L. Tillinghast. 
CoNNECTICUT. 

Lancelot Phelps, 

Isaac ‘Toucey, 

Thomas T. Whittlesey. 

VERMONT. 
Hiland Hall, 
William Slade. 


Elisha Haley, 
Orin Holt, 
Samuel Ingham, 


Heman Allen, 
Horace Everett, 
Isaac Fletcher, 
New York. 
Governeur Kemble, 
Arphaxed Loomis, 
Richard P. Marvin, 
Robert McClellan, 


John T. Andrews, 
Bennet Bicknell, 
Samuel Birdsall, 
John C. Brodhead, 
Isaac Li. Bronson, Charles F. Mitchell, 
Andrew D. W. Bruyn, Ely Moore, 
Churchill C. Cambreleng, William H. Noble, 
Timothy Childs, John Palmer, 

John C. Clark, Amasa J. Parker, 
Edward Curtis, William Patterson, 
John I. DeGraff, Luther C. Peck, 
John Edwards, Zadock Pratt, 
Millard Filmore, John H. Prentiss, 
Henry A. Foster, David Russell, 
Albert Gallup, Mark H. Sibley, 
Abraham P. Grant, James B. Spencer, 
Hiram Gray, William Taylor, 
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Obadiah Titus, 
Abraham Vanderveer 
Ilfenry Vaii. 

New Jersey. 

Joseph F. Rando!ph, 
William Halstead, Charles C. Stratton, 
John P. B. Maxwell, Thomas Jones Yorke. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Samuel W. Morris, 
Henry A. Muhlenberg, 
“harles Naylor, 
Charles Ogle, 










































































Ogden Hoffman, 
Thomas B. Jackson, 
Nathaniel Jones, 


John B. Ayckrigg, 


Witham Beatty, 
Richard Biddle, 
Andrew Buchanan, 
Edward Darlington, 


Edward Davies, Lemuel Paynter, e" 
Jacob Fry, jr. David Petriken, oo 
Robert H. Hammond, Arnold Piamer, 4 
Thomas Henry, David Potts, jr. .s 
Edward B. Mubley, William W. Potter, ; 
John Klingensmith, jr. Luther Reily, a 
Henry Logan, John Sergeant, ne4 
Charles McClure, Daniel Sheffer, +7 
Tho’s M. T. McKennan George W. Tolland, ea 
Matthias Morr, David D. Wagener. ‘¢ 
DELAWARE. 
John J. Milligan. 
MARYLAND. a 
John Dennis, Isaac McKim, : 
jenjamin C. Howard, James A. Pearce, : 
Daniel Jenifer, Francis ‘Thomas, oa 
William Cost Johnson John T. H. Worthington. te 
VIRGINIA. ; 
Andrew Beirne, James M. Mason, ? 
James W. Bouldin, Charles F. Mercer, ~ 
Walter Coles, William S. Morgan, 
Robert Craig, John M. Patton, 
George C. Dromgoole, Isaac S. Pennybacker, a's 
James Garland, Francis EK. Rives, ey 
George W. Hopkins, John Robertson, “~ 
Robert T. H. Hunter, Archibald Stewart, 
Joseph Johason, John Taliaferro, 
John W. Jones, Henry A. Wise. BY 
Francis Mallory, yy 
Norra Caroutna. iA 
Jesse A. Bynum, Abraham Rencher, 7 
Henry W. Connor, Samuel T. Sawyer, 4 
Edmund Deberry, Augustine H. Shepperd, ‘ 
James Graham, Charles Shepard, caf 
Micajah T. Hawkins, Edward Stanley, Fe 
James J. McKay, Lewis Wiliams. an 
William Montgomery, i 
Souta Carouina. oe 
John Campbell, Francis W. Piekens, 
William K. Clowney, Robert Barnwell Rhett, 
Franklin H. Elmore, Waddy Thompson, pal 
Hugh S. Legare, ie 
GroRGIA. a. 
William C. Dawson, Jabez Jackson, eis 
Seaton Grantland, George W. Owens, a 
Charles E. Haynes, George W. B. Towns. a 
Hopkins Holsey, a 
Kentucky. 
Jolin Calhoon, John Pope, ‘ 
John Chambers, Edward Rumsey, a 
William J. Graves, William W. Southgate, a 
James Harlan, Joxeph R. Underwood, ea 
tichard Hawes, John White, ¥3 
Richard A. Menifee, Sherrod Williams. 3 
John L. Murray, Ae 
TRNNESSEE. Png 
John Bell, Abraham McClellan, vg 
William B. Campbell, James K. Polk, heal 
William B. Carter, Ebenezer J. Shields, ei 
Richard Cheatham, Hopkins L. Turney, 5% 
Johu W. Crockett, Christopher H. Williams. be 
Abraham P. Maury, Ca 


Onto. 
Daniel Kilgour, 
Daniel P. Leadbetter, 
Andrew W. Loonus, 
Samson Mason, 
Calvary Morris, 
Joseph Ridgeway, Sel. 
Matthias Shipler, 
Taylor Webster, 


James Alexander, jr. 
John W. Allen, 
William Key Bond, 
John Chaney, 
Thomas Corwin, 
Alexander Duncan, 
Patrick G. Goode 
Thomas L. Hamer, 
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Alexander Harper, 
William H. Hunter, 
LoulisIANa. 
Henry Johnson. 
INDIANA. 
William Graham, 
George H. Dunn, William Herod, 
John Ewing, James Rariden. 


When the State of MISSISSIPPI was called— 

Mr. MERCER rose and remarked that he should 
not have asked the attention of the House till it was 
so far organized as to act; but that he perceived 
they had arrived at that point which required of 
him to propound an inquiry to the two highly ho- 
norable and respectable gentlemen from Mississip- 
pi, an inquiry he knew they would respond to with 
candor, and, he hoped, satisfactorily to the House. 
Mr. M. then made a statement of what he under- 
stood to be the facts in regard to the late election in 
Mississippi, and asked if those facts, or any part 
of them, were true or not. 

Mr. GHOLSON had no disposition to make any 
reply cn this subject till the House was organized, 
when he should be prepared to answer any and 
every interrogatory any gentleman might feel dis- 
posed to propound. The facts were briefly these: 
that the Governor of Mississippi had issued his 
proclamation for an election, as the law authorized 
him to do; an election was held under it, and he 
and his,honorable colleague were there present; their 
right to their seats having been questioned by very 
few individuals of either party of their State. 
Indeed it was not until after the election was over, 
and the resul ascertained, that any question was made 
of it; and from the best information he had, the 
question itself had originated not in the State of Mis- 
sissippi, butelsewhere. Fle (Mr. G.) insisted, how- 
ever, that this question could not be entertained till 
the Hiouse was organized; but whenever it was, 
and the House was prepared to act upon the case, 
he should be prepared to meet it; for he had no 
wish to take his seat in a body of which he was not 
constitutionally a member. He added that under 
the Governor’s proclamation, fifty-five out of the 
fifty- six counties had voted. 

Mr. MERCER made a brief explanation, and 
advered, as another reason for his having pro- 
pounded the question, to the failure of his 
effortin the last Congress to procure an amend- 
ment of that branch of the rules relating to the 
subieect of contested elections; and that, if the y pro- 
coeced Cue stage further, and elected a Speaker, 
he would Le unable to renew that motion wrth any 
probability of success. He also gave notice ol 


another motion he designed to make, when it was 


Elisha Whituesey. 


Ratliff Boon, 


in his power to do so, viz: tu take the power of 


appoinubg committees from the Speaker and vest it 
in the House, in pursvance of the long established 
usage of that body from which they obtained nearly 
all their precedents, and the greater part of their 
rules, the British Parliament. 

After some further remarks on this subject. Mr. 
M. expressed himself not satisfied by the statement 
of the gentleman from Mississippi, and he moved a 
resolation to the effect that sufficient evidence had 
not been offered toshow that Messrs. CLAIBORNE 
and GHOLSON were entitled to their seats. 

Mr. CLAIBORNE rose, he said, debilitated as 
he was, not to reply to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, for he would not, at that time, suffer himself 
to be drawn into any argument upon that subject, 
but he rose to protest, in the name of the people of 
Mississippi, 2gainst a step which he denounced as 
high-handed, arbitrary, and unprecedented ; for he 
deliberately asserted, that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had no more rght to question his title to a 
seat upon that floor, than he had to question the 
right of that gentleman or any other. He insisted 
that that was not an organized body until a Speaker 
had been elected. Until then, they had no exis- 
tence whatever as a bedy, but were a mere asso- 
ciation of individuals, claiming to represent the 
people of the respective States. His colleague and 
himself appeared there, and their appearance was 
prima facie evidence of their right to represent the 
people of the State whence they came. He re- 
peated, that he would not reply to the gentleman 
froin Virginia, or toany other gentleman who would 
eu leavor, at the threshhold, to exelude him from his 
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rights. He came there to represent the people of his 
State, and had been sent there by the overwhelming 
voice of that people, expressed under the authority 
of the Constitution and laws of the State, and 
under the authority of the Federal Constitution 
also. Although Mr.C. would not undertake to 
pronounce an eulogy upon the Governor of Mis- 
sissippi, who was the leader of the party to which 
he was opposed, yet he would say that that gentle- 
man was aman of high character, and was inca- 
ble of doing what had been ascribed to him. Mr. C. 
looked upon it as an insult, not alone to the 
party that elected him and his colleague, but 
to all parties of the State, to the whole people 
of Mississippi, to venture thus to dispose cf their 
rights before they had the power to doso. If, 
however, it was persisted in, he should feel 
himself compelled to challenge every member from 
Maine to Mississippi to produce their credentials, 
and he should object to any man’s taking his seat 
there till he and his colleague obtained their rights. 
Mr. C. would thrown out no imputations, but, if 
assailed, he would say he was prepared to 
carry the war into Africa. He was also 
prepared to say where this opposition originates, 
though it now came froma differentquarter. He 
would say thatno man had been move disposed to 
a conciliatory course than himself; but he would 
not be singled out as the victim there by a sort of 
political ostracism. If they wished to drive him 
from his seat, they should do it in the only way 
they had the power; by first organizing themselves, 
appointing their oflicers and committees, and, after 
sending the subject to the Committee of Elections, 
the verdict must be pronounced by the representa- 
tives of the people. In conclusion, he declared he 
should, when the proper time arrived, go forward, 
and claim to be swern as a representative entitled 
to a seat on that floer. 

Mr. BYNUM said that, believing the resolution 
to be unprecedented, he moved to lay it on the 
table. 

Mr. MERCER made a few remarks in explana- 
tion, which were not distinctly audible at the Re- 
porter’s desk. 

Mr. BYNUM contended that the two gentlemen 
from Mississippi were entitled to take their seats 
and qualify; and that the motion submitted by the 
gentleman from Virginia was entirely unprecedent- 
ed. In cases of contested elections, the member 
exhibiting to the Llouse prima facie evidence of his 
election was permitted to take his seat and qualify. 
Then he considered that the present case was 
much stronger than that of a contested election; 
because in the present case, the right of the gentle- 
men to their seats was not eontested in the usual 
manner. He hoped the House would proceed in 
its organization, in the manner heretofere pursued, 
and according to parliamentary usage. Gentle- 
men had referred to the case of Moore and 
Letcher in support of their arguments. That 
case might, perhaps, be a case remoiely in point; 
but he contended that the House ought then to have 
allowed Mr. Moore to take his seat when he pre- 
sented his certificate of election. If the motion 
of the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Mercer) was 
in order, his motion was also in order, and he 
hoped the question might now be put. 

Mr. BOON considered that all which could be 
said on this question would pe an unnecessary 
waste of time; and if the question was gone into, it 
might lead to an interminable debate. He therefore 
hoped that the question might be speedily taken. 

The qnestion on laying the resolution of Mr. 
Mercer on the table was then taken by tellers, and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 131, noes 5. 

Mr. RHETT, of South Carolina, then submitted 
a resolution that Lewis Wituiams, of North Caro- 
lina, the oldest member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, be appointed to serve as Chairman until 
the House is organized. 


Mr. HAMER believed that this was the first 
time that ever a motion had been made to appoint 
a Chairman to organize the House; and unless some 
special reason could be assigned why this resolu- 
tion should be adopted, he must vote against it. 

Mr. TOUCEY moved wo lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. WISE considered that the gentleman from 


enn 


ee 


South Carolina was right in the opinion that th 
Clerk, who was the Clerk of the last House of 
presentatives, and not the Clerk of the pre : 
body, was not the proper person to preside over), 
House at present. Itseemed to him that the aug 
per course would be, to elect some member of, 
own body to preside until the House was duly 
ganized. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said jt}; 
been usual, ever since the organization of the (.. 
vernment, for the Clerk of the House to proceeg ,, 
call over the list of members, as had been doy, 
to-day; and he could see no reason y hy we 
should now pursue a different course, He 
thought we could as well proceed under +, 
mode we had heretofore pursued, as by appoiniigs 
a chairman for the purpose of organizing the body 
because we can vest all power in the Clerk, which 
can be vested in a chairman selected from that jo. 
He hoped, therefore, that the resolution would jg 
laid on the table. 

Mr. WISE said that the gentleman from Noy) 
Carolina had alladed tu the Clerk of the House yy 
his remarks. Now, he contended that there wag 
no Clerk of the House of Representatives—the por. 
son now presiding being the Clerk of the last House 
and that he had no authority to preside ovr this 
body. ‘The rules, too, which had been allused to 
were the rules of the last House, and did not 2 
vern this body. He considered, then, taking tis 
view of the questiva, that the only proper course wp 
pursue, would be tocall a member oi our ow 
body to the Chair, for the purpose of organizing 
House. 

Mr. PATTON considered that the whole dif. 
culty arose from the utter impossibility of an un- 
organized body exercising the functions of an or. 
ganized body. When a gentleman moves to ap. 
point a chairman, who is to vote or who is to judge 
of the right of gentlemen to vote? If, when the 
first gentleman’s name is called, his right to vote is 
challenged, who is qualified to decide the question! 
He considered, from the necessity of the case, that 
we must proceed to an election of officers, and an 
organization of the body, before we could do any 
thing in the matter in relation to the right o: the 
gentlemen from Mississippi to qualify and take 
their seats. He trusted, therefore, that the body 
would proceed to an eleciion of Speaker, and ther 
let the question of the legality or constituconality 
of the Mississippi election be brought up in the 
proper manner. 

Mr. ROBERTSON could not take the same 
view oi this matter which had been ta'cen by his 
collengue, (Mr. Patton.) He considered the 
House competent to decide the question now, 
whether the gentlemen from Mi-sissippi were 
eutitled to their seats. He admitted ihat we wer 
not governed here by any rules, but comma 
sense must lead every man to a correct con- 
clusion in relation to the matter. Suppose a 
gentleman by the name of John Smih was 
elected a representative to this House {from one 
of the States, and another individual by that 
name, in his absence, should appear on this floor, 
and claim the right of taking his seat and qualily- 
ing, would any gentleman say that this body hai 
not the power of preventing him from taking the 
oath? Would any gentleman say that it was pow- 
erless, and could not decide the case? Although it 
was not the usual course, he preferred electing a 
chairman from our own body, for the purpose of 
organizing the House. In the case of Moore and 
Letcher, when the Clerk arrived at the name ol 
Thos. P. Moore, it was agreed that it should not 
be called until a Speaker was elected, and the 
Liouse organized; and he would pursue this same 
course in relation to the gentleman from Missi 
sippi. He contended that the Governor of Miss's 
sippi had no power to order an election of represet- 
tatives; and that, consequently, the election was lle 
gal. 

Mr. RHETT said that he had not made the motion 
for the purpose of excluding the gentlemen from 
Mississippi from any privilege which they might 
claim on this floor, but because he considered the 
proposition proper in itself, and strictly in crder. 
The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) had 
asked how the question in relation to the right of 
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yoy gentleman to take his seat was to be determined. 
reply to this, he would say that they would-be 
swermined by gen tlemen presenting to the presidin ng 
vecer theif certificates of election, and if there wz 
oy thing irregular in relation to any of these cer- 
seat, it would be for the Honse to decide 
mn sther the gent lemen presenting these irregular 
wrtificates should be ent itled to their seats, 

iM PATTON said that a honorable gentle- 
; from Mississip pi (Mr. Claiborne) had avowed 
eter rminat on, = a question was ‘mad e to de 

any right on this floor, to challenge 

Bs right of the feeat gentleman who might be 
upon to vote for a presiding officer. Ifthe 

“toman carried this determination into execu- 





erive hi n of 





» he would again ask gentlemen who were to 
ide the case? This question was to be an- 
ered; and who could answ er it ¢ except those pre- 


nting themselves here, claiming on this 
” He did not consider that the election of a 
a airman would remedy the difficulty, and he 
sonod it would not be resorted to. 
"We, REED, of Massachusetts, said it had been 
cested by some gentlemen, that if we did electa 
Speaker, and it was afterwards ascertained that he 
at been elected by individuals not entitled to vote, 
that i ides ion conld be sei aside. Now, as the 
election was by ballot, he imagined that it would be 
mpossible to asc erta in whether or not the Speaker 
ma cted by illegal votes. He made this sug- 
cesiion at present for cod consider ration of gentlemen. 
Mr. WILLIAMS North Carolina, repeated 
that he saw no reason fe departing from the usual 
course of proceeding in the organization of the 
House. In reply to the gentleman from Virginia, 
Mr. Wise,) he referred to the rale dec laring that 
the Clerk of the House shall hold his office until a 
successor Shall be elected, and contended that they 
were then proceeding in the usual and proper 


seats 


» 
a. 


course. 
Mr. WISE said that the Clerk «vas the Clerk of 
the last Congress, and that it was no part of his 
duty to preside over the present body. 
fr. THOMAS said that he coincided with the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) in one 
nion he had expressed. He believed that the 
te of the House to lay on the table the proposi- 
,of the gentleman over the way (Mr. Mercer) 
had decided nothing. He can renew his motion 
waia. Botwhy should not he exten: this principle, 
aud apply it to all other questions which may be 
mo ted? Suppose this body had deci'ed otherwise 
the case just disposed of? Suppese a majority 
adrefuselto lay that motion on the table, and 
had proceeded to adopt the motion of the gen- 


teman from Virginia (Mr. Mercer?) Such a 
ecision would not have been respected. When 
he Clerk had reached the names of the members 


lect from Mississippi, one of them has already 
told you he will repair to the table to be sworn. 
And inthis he is right. | Who shall infringe the 
principles for which he contends? He is one of 
the chosen representatives of the people of Mis- 
sssippi. He has with hima ce rtifi cate of election 
‘ ned by the Governor of that State. He appears 
here with his colleague, with the same power to 
lake his seat that we each have. And they have as 
much authority to question our right to be sworn as 
wehave to dispute theirs. Convinced of this, I 
have not divided, and will not divide, on these pre- 
uminary questions. It is obvious that we are not 
governed by the rules which were adopted for the 
guidance of the last Congress. We are in a disor- 
ganized state, and itis in the power of a very few 
members to keep us in this condition for days, 
weeks, yea, months. The members of this body 
may discuss any and every question that the mind 
0. man can conceive: and who shail call to order? 
‘ho shall stay the tide? who shall say to the man 
of debate, thus far shalt thou go and no farther? 
The public interests may suffer, the public business 
aay be neglected, while we, the chosen representa- 
es of the people , Stand here idly chasing abstrac- 
a5 which ought to be sent to that place “described 
Hudibras: 


Where entity and quiddity, 
Aad ghosts ef defunct bo ies lie. 
There is but one set of rules by which we can be 


governed. They must have their origin in the good 
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sense and forbearance e “of this body, i a thn 1S 5 vali« 
dity and binding force must be ee \ ‘ re alone 
they can be found, in the universal consent of the 


members present. In this way, every preceding 
Congress has been organized. The ¢ 
called the ro’, the members have elected ther 


Speaker, and th 
ing himself, has 
If this unvaried cus 
difficulties wi 
of election are cal! 


certifica | 
{ for, tt rid they 
are forged? and who 1, in conformity | 


*n each member elect, on present- 
n qualified to take his seat. 
now departed from, our 
ll be interminable. If the 


! 

} 

“terk has 
~ |i 

| 


with rigid rules of evid 2 contrary? 
We hate no commit! toe truth 
of any all 


leoamnel the te . i 
and compel [th ‘ } ' i 


vation; we have off 3"tn serve 
process, 
Even the gentleman from 3} h i 
should atten pt to take the ch , may Ye, ai | 
doubtless wil! have, | rioht to do so contested. Is 
he prepared to meet every objection that may | t 


urged? If he is, there are few members of this |} 
body as well provided. 1} 
Mr. TP. insisted that no practical inconvenience | 
could be produced by an adherence to | *r time- 
honored practice. Let us proceed t lect the 
officers of the House; Ict the u ( e of | 


Elections be appointed, and if, upon examinaton 





it shall appear that members not duly authorized to |] 
participate in the election of our officers have voted, |] 
that will be good cause for annulling 1] elec- 
tions; and notwithstanding we vote by ballot, a |] 
majority of the Ffouse can and will tall irre || 
gularities, after we shall have winnowed the c! 
from the wheat, by vacating such seats, if any || 
ought to be vac ited. 
Mr. T. contended that the Kentucky contested |! 
election was not di ae of by the House ina || 
manner to justify genilemen in claiming that to be |] 
a precedent for the present movement. In 
that case cach of the partics (Mr. Moore and |] 
Mr. Letcher) presented papers purp to Ht 


i 


be certificates of election. - to the character | 


of those certificates the House did not then 
decide. Every member of that 'hgtees 
remember that the parties contending | 


vacant seats in the presence of the Honse, | 
waived their respective rights, and the House rati- | 
fied this arrangement. We have, then, unbroken | 
custom for our guide, and no injustice can be done 
to any portion of the American people by a strict 


~ 
— Of 
> = 


adherence to this wholesome and « t usace. || 

Mr. CUSHING said that, in the cave of Moore || 
and Letcher, both gent! rn ¢ ed t n t 
floor. Mr. Moore having obtained the certi | 
of several of the sherifl’s of his district, one having |} 
refused to make a return, based his claim to a seat 
on these certificates. Mr. Letcher claimed the 
seat, and based his claim upon the fact which |] 
showed that he had a majority of the votes ef the || 
district. In consequence of this state of the case, 1 
an agreement was made between Mr. Moore and |} 
Mr. Letcher, that they withdraw until the Hou 1 
was organized, and then lay the matter before the 
House. This was the true statement of the case, |} 
as every gentleman who was then present must re- |] 
collect. 


Mr. ROBERTSON then readan extract from 1 
journal of that year, to show 
general consent, agreed to pass by the name of } 
Moore. 

Mr. CUSHING replied that it might so appear 
on the journal, but notwithsta: 
ment between the two gent! 
fore alluded to, had been made on the fl 
House, and they voluntarily withdrew. | 

Mr. McKAY addressed the Filouse at some 

| 
i 


that the Hause, by 


. : 
iding that, the agree- 


men, Whicil he 


length, showing that the Clerk was now pursuing | 





ILLinots. 
Zadok Casey, Adam W. Snyder. 
William L. May 





——- 


ALABAMA. 

Joshua L. Martin. 
Miussovrt. 

John Miller. 
announced that there were 224 


Reuben Chapman, 
+. Harrison, 
The Clerlx then 

members present. 
Mr. PETRIKEN of 
r e love 4 } 


nthat the 
Aer oh — e . 
DV Chaosing a sb 


Pennsylvania submitted a 
ilouse now proceed to organize, 
peaker; which was agreed to with- 
out a division. 

The House accordingly proceeded to ballot for 
the choice of Speaker; and Mr. HAMER, of Ohio, 
Mr. McKENNAN, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
FONES, of Virginia, having been appointed teller 

sult of the first and only ballot was ann vanced 


Whole number of votes 224: necessary to a 
c ‘e 113; of which 
‘The Hon. James K. Pox received - 16 
Lien. Joun Bett - - - 103 
Scattering - - - - 2 
29 


The Hon. James K. Porx, of Tennessee, was 
fore declared duly elected Speaker of the 25th 
ess; and, having been conducted to the Chair 
y Mr. LEWiS WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, 
and Mr. OWENS of Georgia, returned thanks 
to the House. 
fie members present were then qualified, by 
taking the oath prescribed in the Constitution of the 
United State 
On motion of 
Resolver 
of ’ C siahe: 
SER( vTEAN 
ania. 
SHEMAN nominated Watrer S. Franx- 


Mr. CUSHMAN, it was 
, That the House proceed to the choice 


‘T nominated Samuen Srocnu, of 


Pennsy! 


vir. CU 


‘The Tellers reported the result of the ballot as 
follows : 


Whole number of votes - - 209 
Necess ary to a choice ~ 105 
Of which Walter S. F ranklin received 146 
Samuel Shoch - ~ - 48 
Matthew St. Clair Clarke - - 7 
Blanks a - - - 8 


W he n Water S. Franktin of Pennsylva- 


nia, was declared duly clected, and took the oath of 


renyno 
i 


On motion ¢ 
lina, Messrs. Ca 
Doorkeepers to the yiletee, 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, Roprricx Dorsey 
was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms. 
of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, a 
committee of three was appointed on the part of 


the Efouse to join the committee on the part of the 


. WILLIAMS of North C 


ARR : and Hiunrer were appointed 


iT. 


On ni 1 


Senate to watt on the President of the Upited Siates, 
al 4 inform him that a quorum of the two Houses 
W assembled, and that Conreress was readv to 


receive any communication he may be pleased to 


} 


' , 
bhia 


. 
r 


lk 
lhe following gentlemen were appointed the 
commitice on the part of the House: 
r. Garvano, of Virginia; 
NA 


Mr. Reep, of Massachusetts; 
Mr. Howarp, of Maryland. 


Mr. MERCER moved that the standing rules 
and orders of the last Congress be now adopied, 


h some exceptions. 


tn 

Mr. BRIE 

to limit the operation of the former rules, with the 

exceptions referred to, for the space often days. 
Mr. ADAMS moved that the whole subject, to- 


7a) 
{a5 Suc? 


the course which had been pursued In tne organi- |} gether with the report of the select commitice of 

zation of the House ever since the foundation of |] the last Congress thereon, be referred toa select 

the Government, and he heped the louse would | com nistee. 

not now deviate from the long establish practice. || Mr. BELL suggesied a limitation of the exis- 
Aftera few remarks from Messis. EVER UTP, \| tence of the rales they now wished adopted to the 

HOLSEY, BRIGGS, and MERCER, the motion 1 first Monday in December next, in order, he said, 

to lay on the table was agreed to withouta division. |} to avoid the discussion that would inevitably arise 
The Clerk then proceeded with the call, when Hy :pon them at this very important period. 

the following gentlemen answered to their name 2a Mr. ILAMER expressed a wish that the gentle- 

Mississiprt. man from Virginia would consent to aliow the 
John J. H. Claiborne, Samuel J. Gholson. | subject to lie over till to-morrow; whereupon, 


ested that it would be better 
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Mr. MERCER made that motion; which, after 
a few words from Mr. E. WHITTLESEY, was 
agreed to. 

Gn motion of Mr. EVANS, it was 

Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting should 
be 12 o’clock, m. until the House otherwise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, September 5. 

A message was received froin the House of 
Representatives, by Warrer S. Frankwin, their 
Clerk, communicating that they had elected Jamrs 
K. Poix Speaker of that body, and were ready to 
proceed to business; also, that they had appointed 
a committee on their part to join that of the Senate, 
to wait on the President, and inform him of the 
organization of both Houses, and of their readiness 
to receive any communication which he might wish 
to make to them. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the joint committee ap- 
pointed to wait oa the President, and to apprize 
him of the organization of both branches of Con- 
gress, reported that the committee had discharged 
its duiy, and that the President would this day, at 
twelve o’clock, communicate his message to Con- 
gress. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by the hands of Major Van 
Buren, his private secretary, communicating the 
following Message, with accompanying documents. 

The Message was then read by the Secretary of 
the Senate: 


Fellow-Citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives: 


The act of the 23d of June, 1836, regulating the 
deposites uf the public money, and directing the 


} 








employment of State, District, and Territorial banks | 


for that purpose, made it the duty of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to discontinue the use of such of 
them as should at any time refuse to redeem their 
notes in specie, and to substitute other banks, pro- 
vided a sufficient number could be obtained to re 

ceive the public deposites upon the terms and con- 
ditions therein prescribed. ‘The general and almost 
simultaneous suspension of specie payments by the 
banks in May last, rendered the performarce of 
his duty imperative, in respect to those which had 
been selected under the act; and made it, at the 
same time, impracticable to employ the requisite 
number of others, upoa the prescribed conditions, 
The specific regulations established by Congress for 
the d@posiie and safe keeping of the public moneys, 
having thus unexpectedly become inoperative, I 
felt it to be my duty to afford you an early oppor- 
tunity for the exercise of your supervisory powers 
over the subject. 

1 was also Jed to apprehend that the suspension 
of specie payments, increasing the embarrassments 
before existing in the pecuniary affairs of the coun- 
try, would so far diminish the public revenue, that 
the accruing receipts into the Treasury, would not, 
with the reserved five millions, be sufficient to de- 
fray the unavoidable expenses of the Government, 
until the usual period for the meeting of Congress; 
whilst the authority to call upon the States, for a 
portion of the sums deposited with them, was too 
restricted to enable the Department to realize a suf- 
ficient amount from that source. These apprehen- 
sions have been justified by subsequent results, 
which render it certain that this deficiency will oc- 
cur, if additional means be not provided by Con- 
gress. 

The difficulties experienced by the mercantile 
interest, in meeting their engagements, induced 
them to apply to me, previously to the actual sus- 
pension of specie payments, for indulgence upon 
their bonds for duties; and all the relief authorized 
by Jaw was promptly and cheerfully granted. The 
dependence of the Treasury upon the avails of 
these bonds, to enable it to make the deposites with 
the Siates required by law, led me in the outset to 
limit this indulgence to the first of September, but 
jthas since been extended to the first of October, 
that the matter might be submitied to your further 
direction. 

Questions were also expected to arise in the re- 

. 


@ 


cess in respect to the October instaln.ent of those 
deposites, requiring the interpositition of Congress. 

A provision of another act, passed about the 
same time, and intended to secure a faithful 
compliance with the obligation of the United States, 
to satisfy all demands upon them in specie or its 
equivalent, prohibited the offer of any bank note, 
not convertible on the spot into gold or silver at the 
will of the holder; and the ability of the Govern- 
ment, with millions on deposite, to meet its engage- 
ments in the manner thus required by law, was 
rendered very doubtful by the event to which Ihave 
referred. 

Sensible that adequate provisions for these 
unexpected exigencies could only be made by 
Congress; convinced that some of them would 
be indispensably necessary to the public service, 
before the regular period of your meeting; 
and desirous also to enable you to exercise, 
at the earliest moment, your full constitutional 
powers for the relief of the country, I could not, 
with propriety, avoid subjecting you to the inconve- 
nience of assembling at as early a day as te state 
of the popular representation would permit. I am 
sure that | have done but justice to your feelings, 
in believing that this inconvenience will be cheer- 
fully encountered, in the hope of rendering your 
meeting conducive to the good of the country. 

During the earlierstages of the revulsion through 
which we have just passed, much acrimonious dis- 
cussion arose, and great diversity of opinion existed, 
as to its real causes. This was not surprising. 
The operations of credit are so diversified, and 
the influences which affect them so numerous, and 
often so subtle, that even impartial and well-in- 
formed persons are seldom found to agree in re- 
spect to them. ‘To inherent difficulties were also 
added other tendencies, which were by no means 
favorable to the discovery of truth. It was hardly 
to be expected, that those who disapproved the poli- 
cy of the Government in relation to the currency, 
would, in the excited state of public feeling pro- 
duced by the occasion, fail to attribute to that policy 
any extensive embarrassment in the monetary af- 
fairs of the country. The matter thus became con- 
nected with the passions and conilicts of party; opi- 
nions were more or less affected by political consi- 
derations; and differences were prolonged which 
might otherwise have been determined by an ap- 
peal to facts, by the exereise of reason, or by mu- 
tualconcession. It is, however, a cheering reflection, 
that circumstances of this nature cannot prevent 
a community so intelligent as ours from ultimately 
arriving at correct conclusions. Encouraged by 
the firm belief of this truth, I proceed to state 
my views, so far as may be necessary to a clear 
understanding of the remedies I feel it my duty to 
propose, and of the reasons by which I have been 
led to recommend them. 


The history of trade in the United States for the 
last three or four years, affords the most convincing 
evidence that our present condition is chiefly to be 
attributed to over-action in all the departments of 
business; an over-action deriving, perhaps, its first 
impulses from antecedent causes, but stimulated 
to its destructive conseqnences by excessive 
issues of bank paper, and by other facilities for 
the acquisition and enlargement of credit. At 
the commencement of the year 1834, the bank- 
ing capital of the United States, including that 
of the national bank then existing, amounted 
to about two hundred millions of dollars; the bank 
notes then in circulation to about ninety-five mil- 
lions; and the loans and discounts of the banks to 
three hundred and twenty-lour millions. Between 
that time and the first of January, 1836, being the 
latest period to Which accurate accounts have been 
received, onr banking capital was increased to more 
than two hundred and fifty-one millions; our paper 
circulation to more than one hundred and forty 
millions, and the loans and discounts to more than 
four hundred and fifty-seven millions. To this vast 
increase are to be added the many millions of 
credit, acouired by means of foreign loans, con- 
tracted by the States and State institutions, and, 
above all, by the lavish accommodations extended 
by foreign dealers to our merchants. 

The consequences of this redundancy of credit, 
and of the spirit of reckless speculation engen- 


dered by it, were a foreign debt contracted by o 
citizens, estimated in March last at more than thiny 
millions of dollars; the extension to traders J 
the interior of our country of credits for og 
plies, greatly beyond the wants of the people: 
the investment of thirty-nine and a half millions oj 
dollars in unproductive public lands, in the years 
1835 and 1836, whilst in the preceding year \), 
sales amounted to only four and a half million. 
the creation of debts, to an almost countless amoyp; 
for real estate 1n existing or anticipated cities and 
villages, equally unproductive, and at prices yoy 
seen to have been greatly disproportionate to thoi, 
real value; the expenditure of immense sus , 
improvements which, in many cases, have been 
found to be ruinously improvident; the diversion 
other pursuits ef much of the labor that should 
have been applied to agriculture, thereby conty;. 
butmg to the expenditure of large sums in the jp. 
portation of giain from Europe—an expendituyy 
which, amounting in 1834 to about two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, was, in the first two 
quarters of the present year, increased to more 
than two millions of dollars; and, finally, withoy: 
enumerating other injurious results, the rapid 
growth among all classes, and especially in oy, 
great commercial towns, of luxurious habits, 
founded too often on merely fancied wealth, and 
detrimental alike to the industry, the resources, and 
the morals of our people. 

It was so impossible that such a state of things 
could long continue, that the prospect of revulsion 
was present to the minds of considerate men 
before it actually came. None, however, had coy. 
rectly anticipated its severity. A concurrence of 
circumstances inadequate of themselves to produce 
such wide-spread and calamitous embarrassmeunts, 
tended so greatly to aggravate them, that they can- 
not be overlooked in considering their history, 
Among these may be mentioned, as most promi- 
nent, the great loss of capital sustained by our 
commercial emporium in the fire of Deeemiber, 
1835—a loss, the effects of which were underrated 
at the time, because postponed for a season by the 
great facilities of credit then existing; the disturbing 
effects, in our commercial cities, of the transfers of 
the public moneys required by the deposite law of 

une, 1836; and the measures adopted by the fo- 

reign creditors of our merchants to reduce their 
debts, and to withdraw from the United States a 
large portion of our specie. 


However unwilling any of our citizens may here- 
tofore haye been to assign to these causes the chief 
instrumentality in producing the present state of 
things, the developments subsequently made, and 
the actual condition of other commercial countries, 
must, as it seems to me, dispel all remaining doubts 
upon the subject. It has since appeared that evils, 
similar to those suffered by ourselves, have been 
experienced in Great Britain, on the continent, and, 
indeed, threughout the commercial world ; and that 
in other countries, as well as in our own, they have 
been uniformly preceded by an undue enlargement 
of the boundaries of trade, prompted, as with us, 
by unprecedented expansions of the systems of cre- 
dit. A reference to the amount of banking capi- 
tal, and the issues of paper credits put in circula- 
tion in Great Britain, by banks, and in other ways, 
during the years 1834, 1835, and 1836, will 
show an augmentation of the paper currency 
there, as much disproportioned to the real 
wants of trade as in the United States. With 
this redundancy of the paper currency, there arose 
in that country alsoa spirit of adventurous spect- 
lation, embracing the whole range of human eater 
prise. Aid was profusely given to projected improve- 
ments; large investments were made in foreign 
stocks and loans; credits for goods were granted 
with unbounded liberality to merchants in foreign 
countries; and all the means of acquiring and em- 
ploying credit were put in active operation, and ex- 
tended in their effects to every department of busi- 
ness, and to every quarter of the globe. The re- 
action was proportioned in its violence to the ex- 
traordinary character of the events which preceded 
it. The commercial community of Great Brita.n 
were subjected to the greatest difficulties, and the: 
debtors in this country were not only suddenly de- 
prived of accustomed and expected credits, but call- 
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ed upon for payments, which, in the actual posture 
of things here, could only be made through a 
neral pressure, and at the most ruinous sacrifices. 

In view ef these facts, it would seem impossible 
for sincere inquirers after truth to resist the convic- 
tion, that the causes of the revulsion in both coun- 
tries have been substantially the same. Two 
nations, the most commercial in the world, enjoy- 
ing but recently the highest degree of apparent 
prosperity, and maintaining with each other the 
closest relations, are suddenly, in a time of profound 

ace, and without any great national disaster, 
arrested in their career, and plunged into a state of 
embarrassment and distress. In both countries we 
have witnessed the same redundancy of paper 
money, and other facilities of credit; the same spirit 
of speculation; the same partial successes; the same 
difficulties and reverses; and, at length, nearly the 
same overwhelming catastrophe. The most material 
difference between the results in the two countries 
has only been, that with us there has also occurred 
an extensive derangement in the fiscal affairs of the 
Federal and State Governments, occasioned by the 
suspension of specie payments by the banks. 

The history of these causes and effects, in Great 
Britain and the United States, is substantially the 
history of the revulsion in all other commercial 
countries. 

The present and visible effects of these circum- 
stances on the operations of the Government, and 
onthe industry of the people, point out the objects 
which call for your immediate attention. 

They are—to regulate by law the safe keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement, of the public moneys; 
to designate the funds to be received and paid 
by the Government; to enable the Treasury to 
meet promptly every demand upon it; to prescribe 
the terms of indulgence, and the mede of settle- 
ment to be adopted, as well in collecting from 
individuals the revenue that has accrued, as in 
withdrawing it from former depositories, and to 
devise and adopt such further measures, within 
the constitutional competency of Congress, as will 
be best calculated to revive the enterprise and to 
promote the prosperity of the country. 

For the deposite, transfer, and disbursement, of 
the revenue, National and State banks have 
always, with temporary and limited exceptions, 
been heretofore employed; but, although advocates 
of each systein are still to be found, it is apparent 
that the events of the last few months have greatly 
augmented the desire, long existing among the 
people of the United States, to separate the fiscal 
operations of the Government from those of indi- 
viduals or corporations. 

Again to create a national bank, as a fiscal 
agent, would be to disregard the popular will, 
twice solemnly and unequivocally expressed. On 
no question of domestic policy is there stronger 
evidence that the sentiments of a large majority 
are deliberately fixed; and I cannot concur with 
those who think they see, in recen. events, a proof 
that these sentiments are, or a reason that they 
should be, changed. 

Events, similar in their origin and character, 
have heretofore frequently occurred, without pro- 
ducing any such change; and the lessons of ex- 
perience must be forgotten, if we suppose that the 
present overthrow of credit would have been pre- 
vented by the existence ofa national bank. Prone- 
hess to excessive issnes has ever been the vice of 
the banking system; a vice as prominent in Nation- 
al as in State institutions. ‘This propensity is as 
subservient to the advancement of private interests 
in the one as in the other; and those who direct 
them both, being principally guided by the same 
views, and influenced by the same motives, will be 
equally ready to stimulate extravagance of enter- 
prise by improvidence of credit. How strikingly 
is this conclusion sustained by experience. The 
Bank of the United States, with the vast powers 
conferred on it by Congress, did not or could net 
Prevent former and similar embairrassments; nor 
has the still greater strength it has been said tc pos- 
Sess, under its present charter, enabled it, in the 
existing emergency, to check other institutions, or 
even tosave itself. In Great Britain, where, it has 
been seen, the same causes have been attended with 
the same effecis,a national bank, possessing pow~ 
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‘advocates of such an institution here, has also 
proved unable to prevent an undue expansion of 
credit, and the evils that flow from it. Nor 
can I find any tenable ground for the re-esta- 
blishment of a national bank, in the derangement 
alleged at present to exist in the domestic exchanges 
of the country, or in the facilities it may be capa- 
ble of affording them. Although advantages of 
this sort were anticipated when the first Bank of the 
United States was created, they were regarded as 
an incidental accommodation; not one which the 
Federal Government was bound, or could be called 
upon, to furnish. This accommodation is now, 
indeed, after the lapse of not many years, demand- 
ed from it as among its first duties; and an omis- 
sion to aid and regulate commercial exchange, is 
treated as a ground of loud and serious complaint. 
Such results only serve to exemplify the constant 
desire, among some of our citizens, to enlarge the 
powers of the Government, and extend its control to 
subjects with which it should not interfere. 
can never justify the creation of an institution to 
promote such objects. On the contrary, they justly 
excite among the community a more diligent in- 
quiry into the character of those operations of trade, 
towards which it is desired to extend such peculiar 
favors. ’ 

The various transactions which bear the name 


ers far greater than are asked for by the warmest | 


of domestic exchanges, differ essentially in their | 


nature, operation, and utility. One class of them 
consists of bills of exchange, drawn for the pur- 
pose of transferring actual capita! from one part 
of the country to another, or to anticipate the pro- 
ceeds of property actually transmitted. Bills of 
this description are highly useful in the movements 
of trade, and well deserve all the encouragement 
which can rightfully be given to them. Another 
class is made up of bills of exchange, not drawn to 
transfer actual capital, nor on the credit of pro- 
perty transmitted, but to create fictitious capital, 
partaking at once of the eharacter of notes dis- 
counted in bank, and of bank notes in circulation, 
and swelling the mass of paper credits to a vast 
extent in the most objectionable manner. ‘These 
bills have formed, for the last few years, a large 
proportion of what are termed the domestic ex- 
changes of the country, serving as the means of 
usurious profit, and constituting the most unsafe 
and precarious paper in circulation. ‘This species 
ot traffic, instead of being upheld, ought to be dis- 
countenaneed by the Government and the people. 

In transferring its funds from place to place, the 
Government is on the same footing with the private 
citizen, and may resort to the same legal means. 
It may do so th bills drawn hy 
itsel!, or purchased from others; and in these opera- 
lions it may, in a manner undoubtedly constitu- 
tional and legitimate, filitate and assist exchanges 
of individuals founded on real transactions of trade. 
The extent to which thistmay be done, and the best 
means of effecting it, are entitled to the fullest con- 
sideration. ‘This has been bestowed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and his views will be submit- 
ted to you in his report. 

Sut it was not designed by the Constitution that 
the Government should assume the management of 
domestic or foreign exchange. It is indeed autho- 
rized to regulate by law the commerce between the 
States, and to provide a general standard of value, 
or medium of exchange, in gold and _ silver; 
but it is notits province to aid individuals in the 
traasfer of their funds, otherwise than through the 
facilities afforded by the Post Office Department. As 
justly might it be called on to provide for the trans- 
portation of thcir merchandise. These are operations 
of trade. They ought to be conducted by those 
who are interesied*in them, in the same manner 
that the incidental difficulties of other pursuits are 
encountered by other classes of citizens. Such aid 
has not been deemed necessary im other countries. 
Throughout Europe, the domestic as well as the 
foreign exchanges are carried un by private houses, 
often, if not generally, without the assistance of 
banks. Yet they extend throughout distinct sove- 
reignties, and far exceed in amount the real ex- 
changes of the United States. ‘There is no reason 
why our own may not be conducted in the same 
manner, with equal cheapness and safety. Cer- 
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tainly this might be accomplished, if it were favored 
by those most deeply interested ; and few can doubt 
that their own interest, as well as the general wel- 
fare of the country, woald be promoted by leaving 
such a subject in the hands of those to whom it 
properly belongs. A system founded on private 
interest, enterprise and competition, without the 
aid of legislative grants or regulations by law, 
would rapidly prosper; it would be free from the 
influence of political agitation, and extend the same 
exemption to trade itself; and it would put an end 
to those complaints of neglect, partiality, injustice, 
and oppression, which are the unavoidabie results 
of interference by the Government, in the proper 
concerns of individuals. All former attempts on 
the partof the Government to carry its legislation, 
in this respect, further than was designed by the 
Constitution, have in the end proved injurieus, 
and have served only to convince the great body of 
the people, more and more, of the ceriain dangers 
of blending private interests with the operations 
of public business; and there is no reason to sup- 
pose that a repetition of them now would be more 
successful. 

It cannot be concealed that there exists, in our 
community, opinions and feelings on this sub- 
ject in direct opposition to each other. A large 
portion of them, combining great intelligence, 
activity, and influence, are no dovbt sincere in 
their belief that the operations of trade ought to be 
assisted by such a connection; they regard a na- 
tional bank as necessary for this purpose, and they 
are disinclined to every measure that does not tend, 
sooner or later, to the establishment of such an in- 
stitution. On the other hand, a majority of the 
people are believed to be irreconcilably opposed to 
that measure: they consider such a concentration 
of power dangerous to their liberiies; and many of 
them regard it as a violation of the Constitu- 
tion. This collision of opinion has, doubtless, 
caused much of the embarrassment to which the 
commercial transactions of the country have lately 
been exposed. Banking has become a political 
topie of the highest interest, and trade has suffered 
in the conflict of parties. A speedy termination of 
this state of things, however desirable, is scarcely 
to be expected. We have seen for nearly half a 
century, that those who advocate a national bank, 
by whatever motive they may be influenced, con- 
stitute a poriion of our community too numerous to 
allow us to hope for an early abandonment of their 
favorite plan. On the other hand, they must indeed 
form an erroneous estimate of the intelligence and 
yemper of the American people, who suppose that 
they havecontinued, on slight or insufficient grounds, 
their persevering Opposition to such an institution; 
or that they can be induced by pecuniary pressure 
or by any other combination of circumstances, to 
surrender principles they have so long and so in- 
flexibly maintaineds 

My own views of the subject are unchanged. 
They have been repeatedly and unreservedly an- 
nounced to my fellow citizens; who, with full 
knowledge of them, conferred upon me the two 
hiehest offices of the Government. On the last gf 
these occasions, I felt it due to the people td ap- 
prize them distinctly, that, in the event of my elec- 
tion, | would not be able to co-operate in the re- 
establishment of a national bank. To these senti- 
ments, 1 have now only to add the expression of an 
inereased convietion, that the re-establishment of 
such a bank, m any form, whilst it would not ac- 
complish the beneficial purpose promised by its 
advoeates, would impair the rightful supremacy of 
the popular will; injure the character and diminish 
the influence of our political system; and bring 
once more into existence a concentrated moneyed 
power, hostile to the spirit, and threatening the 
permanency, of our republican institutions. 

Local banks have been employed for the depo- 
site and distribution of the revenue, at all times 
partially, and, on three different occasions, exclu- 
sively; first, anterior to the establishment of the 

first Bank of the United States; secondly, in the 
interval between the termination of that institution 
and the charter of its successor; and, thirdly, during 
the limited period which has now so abruptly 
closed. The connection thus repeatedly attempted, 
proved unsatisfactory op each successive oceasion, 
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notwitiistanding the various measures which were 
adopted to facilitate er insure “ae success. On the 
last occasion, in the year 1833, the emp loyment of 
the State banks was guarded especially in every 
way which experience and caution could 
Personal security waz required for the safe-ke cy] ing 
and prompt paynm< nt of the moneys to be received, 
and {ull returns of their condition were, {rom time 
to time, to be made by the depositories. In the first 
stages the measure was eminently successful, not- 
withstanding the violent opposition of the Bank of 1! 
United States, and the unceasing efforts made to over 
throw it. The selected banks performed with fidelity, 
and without any embarrassment to themselves 
or to the community, their engagements to the 
Government, and the system promised to be perma- 
nently useful. But when it became necessary, 
under the act of June, 1836,to0 withdraw ore m 
them the public money, for the purpose of placing it 
in additional institutions, or of transferring it to 
the States, they found it, in many cases, inconvenient 
to comply with the demands of the Treasury, and 
numerous and pressing applications were made for 
indulgence or relief. As the instalments under the 
eee te law became payable, their own embarrass- 

vents, and the necessity under which they lay of 
curtail ing their discounts and calling in their de! ts, 
increased the general distress, and contributed, 
with other causes, to hasien the revu!sion in which, 
at length, they,in common with the other banks, 
were fatally involved. 

Under these circumstances, it becomes our solemn 
duty to inquire whether there are not, 
nection between the Government and 
issue, evils of great magnitude, inherent in 
nature, and against which no precautions 
fectually guard. 

Unforeseen in the organization of the Govern- 
ment, and forced on the Treasury by early necessi- 
ties, the practice of employing banks, was, in truth, 
from the beginning, more a measure of emereency 
than of sound policy. When we staried into existence 
as anation, in addition to the burdens of the new Go- 
vernment, we assumed all the large but honorable 
load of debt which was the price of our liberty; but 
we hesitated to weigh down the infant industry of 
the country by resorting to adequate taxation for 
the necessary revenue. The facilities of banks, in 
return for the privileges they acquired, were 
prompily offered, and perhaps tvo readily received, 
by an embarrassed Treasury. During the long 
continuance of a national debt, and the intervenme 
difficulties of a foreign war, the connect 
continued from motives of convenience; but these 
causes have long since passed away. We have no 
emergencies that make banks necessary to aid the 
wants of the Treasury; we have no o load of national 
debt to provide for, and we have on actual Ceposite 
a large surplus. No public interest, therefore, now 
requires the renewal of a connection that cireum- 
siances have dissolved. The complete organization 
of our Government, the abundance of our re- 
sources, the general harmony which prevails 
between the different States, and with foreign Pow- 
ers, all enable us now to select the 
consistent with the Constitution, and most conda- 
cive to the public welfare. Should we, then, con- 
nect the Treasury for a fourth time with the local 
banks, it can enly be under a conviction that past 
failures have arisen from accidentai, 
defects. 

A danger, difficult, if not 
ayvided in such an arrangement, 
evident in the very event by whic bit has now he 
defeated. A sudden act of the e banks intrusted 
the funds of the people, deprives the Treasury, 
without fault or agency of the Government, of the 
ability to pay its creditors in the currency the 
by law aright to demand. ‘lus circums 
fluctuation of commerce 
the public revenue had been collected 
currency, and kept in that form by the office 
the Treasury. The citizen whose money was in 
bank receives it back, since the suspension, at a 
sacrifice in its amount; whilst he who kept it in the | 
legal currency of the country, and in his own pos- 
session, pursues, without loss, the current of his 
business. The Government, placed in the silua- 
tion of the former, 1s involved in embarrassments | 
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ave soffered had it pursued thecourse 
1) of the latter. The 
\| over, 
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it could not! 
se embarrassments are, more- 
those salutary and just laws 
use a depreciated currency, and, 
e from the Government the ability 
which individuals have of accommodating their 
iransactions to such a catastrophe. 
system which can, in a time of profound 
peace, when there is a large revenue laid by, thus 
suddenly prevent the anplication and the use of the 
money of the people, in the manner and for the ob- 
hey have d, cannot be wise; but who 
ean think, without painful reflection, that, under it, 

ie same unforeseen events micht have befallen us 
in the midst of 2 war, and taken from us, at the 
moment when most wanted, the use of those very 
means h were treasured up to promote the na- 
tional we Ifa e and guard our national rights? To 
such embarrassments and to such dangers will this 
Government be always exposed, whilst it takes the 
moneys raised for, and necessary to, the public ser- 
vice, out @f the hands of its own officers, and 
converts them into a mere right of action 
against corporations entrusted with the posses- 
Nor can such results be effectu- 
ally guarded against in such a system, with- 
out investing the Executive with a control over 
the banks themseives, whethér State or Nation- 
al, that might with reason be objected to. Ours 
is, probably, the only Government in the world 
that is lable, in ihe management of its fiscal con- 
cerns, to occurrences Ike these. But this im- 
minent risk is not the only danger attendant on the 
surrender of the public money to the custody and 
contro] of focal ations. ‘Though the object 
is aid to its effect may be to intro- 
duce the Government, influ- 
ences the most subtle, founded on interests the most 
selfish. 


angmented by 
which forbid it to 


by so doing, tak 


ects t 


direct 


on of them. 


corpor 
the Treasury, 
into the oneration 


. for their own benefit, of 
ith them, has received the 
“3 overnment from the commence- 
ment of this connection. The money received from 
the people, instead of being kept till it is needed for 
their use, 1s, in consequence of this authority, a 
fund, on which discowuts are made for the profit of 
those who happen to be owners of stock in the 
banks selected as depositories. ‘The supposed and 
often exags — advantages of such a boon will 
always.c cause itto be sought for with avidity. I 
will not step to consider on whom the patronage in- 
cident to it istobe conferred; whether the selection 
tru ted t to Congress or to the Execu- 
subjected to appeals made in 
form which the sagacity of interest can sug- 
The ban 1 nd r such a system, are stimu- 
to make the most of their fortunate acquisi- 
tion; the deposites are treated as an increase of ca- 
pital; loans and cireulation are rashly augmented, 
and, when the public exigencies require a return, it 
| with embarrassments not provided for, 
foreseen. ‘hus banks that thought themselves 
when the public funds were receiv- 
lves mest embarrassed when the 
ison of payment suddenly arrives. 
Unfortunately, too, the evils of the system are 
not limited to the banks. It stimulates a general 
rashnes rprise, and aggravates the fluctua- 
f commerce and the currency. ‘This result 
ely exhibited daring the operations of 
ite system, and especially in the pur- 
blic lands. The order which ulti- 
; the payment of gold and silver in 
purchases, greatly checked, but could not 
‘ther prevent, the evil. Specie was indeed 
more dificult to be procured than the notes which 
the banks could themselves create at pleasure; but 
still, being ebtained from them as a loan, and re- 
turned asa deposite, which they wele again at 
liberty to use, it only passed round the circle with 
diminished speed. This operation could net have 
been eee sd, had the funds of the Government 
gone into the . Treasury, to be regularly disbursed, 
and net into banks, to be loaned out for their own 
profit, while they were permitted to substitute for 
} ita credit in account. 
| In expressing these sentiments, 
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I desire not to 


| undervalue the benefits of a salutary credit to any 


i branch of enterprise. The credit bestowed on 


probity and industry is the just reward of meri, 
and an honorable incentive to farther acquisis;, 
None oppose it whe love thair Country and 
stand its weifare. But when it is unduly 
raged—when it is made to inflame the pop), 
mind with the temptations of sudden and yng, 
stantial wealth-—when it turns industry into y9, 
that Jead sooner or later to disappointment an, c 
tress—it becomes liable to censure, and needs ¢p,. 
rection. Far from helping probity and indnstr, 
the ruin to which it leads Talls most severely on: 
great laboring classes, who are thrown sudop) 
out of employment, a and by the failure of magni. 
cent schemes never intended to enrich them, are 
deprived in a moment of their only r souree, 
Abuses of credit and excesses in speculation y, 
happen in despite of the most salutary laws: 
Government perhaps can altogether prevent +l 
but surely every Government can refrain from ey». 
tributing the stimulus that calls them isto life 

Since, therefore, experience has shown, that 1, 
lend the public money to the local banks, is hy». 
zardous to the operations of the Government, » 
least of doubtful benefit to the institutions them. 
selves; and productive of disastrous derangeney: 
in the business and currency of the country, is j 
the part of wisdom again to renew the connection 

It is true that such an agency is in many r. 
spects convenient to the Treasury, but it is not jp. 
dispensable. A limitation of the expenses of the 
Government to its actual wants, and of the revenyp 
to those expenses, with convenient means for jt 
prompt application to the purposes for which 
was raised, are the objects which we should seek 
accomplish. ‘The collection, safe-keeping, transfer 
and disbursement of the public money, can, jt js 
believed, be well managed by officers of the Go. 
vernment. Its collection, and, te a great extent, js 
disbursement also, have indeed been hitherto ¢ 
ducted solely by them; neither National nor Sta 
banks when employed, being required to do inor 
than keep it safely while in their custody, and tran. 
fer and pay it in such portions and at such tim 
as the Treasury shall direct. 

Surely banks are not more able than the G 
vernment to secure the money in their posses: 
against accident, violence, or fraud. The asser! 
that they are so, must assume- ‘that a vault ina 
bank is stronger (han a vault in the Treasury; ani 
that directors, cashiers, and clerks, not selecte:’ 
the Government, nor under its control, are mo 
worthy of confidence than officers selected from 
the people and responsible to the Government; ofi- 
cers bound by official oaths and bonds for a failh- 
ful performance of their duties, and constant 
subject to the supervision of Congress. 

The difficulties of transfer, and the aid heretofore 
rendered by banks, have been less than is usually 
supposed. The actual accounts show that by far 
the larger portion of payments is made within shit 
or convenient distances from the places of collec- 
tion; and the whole number of warrants issued at 
the Treasury in the year 1834—a year, the resu!\ 
of which will it lieved afford a safe test foi 
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the future—fel! short of five thousand, or an av 
rage of less than one daily for each Siate; 
the city of New York they did not averaze mor 
than twoa day, and at the city of Washington on) 
four. 

The difficulties heretofore existing are, moreove 
daily lessened by an increase in the 
facility of communication; and it may be assere 
with confidence, that the necessary transfers, 3 
well as the safe-keeping and disbursements cf ' 
public moneys, can be with safety and convenienc 
accomplished through the agencies of ‘Preax 
officers. This opinion has been, in some degtte, 
confirmed by actual experience since the di Scot 
tinuance of the banks as fiscal agents, in May |: 

a period which, from the e: nbarrassments in com 
mercial intercourse, presented obstacles as great ® 
any that may be hereafter apprehended. 

The manner of keeping the public money wines 
that period, is fully stated in the report of the 
Secretary of the Treas sury. That officer also sus 
gests the propriety of assigning, by law, cert 
additional duties to existing establishments ax! 
officers, which, with the modifications and salt: 
guards ‘referred to by him, will, he thinks, enad 
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the Department to continue to perform this branch 
of the public service, without any material addition 
either to their number or to the present expense. 
The extent of the business to be transacted has 
already been stated ; and in respect to the amount 
of money with which the officers employed would be 
enirusted at any one time, it appears that, assuming 
a baiance Of five millions to be at all times kept in 
the Treasury, and the whole of it left in the hands 
of the collectors and receivers, the proportion of 
each would not exceed an average of thirty thou- 
sand dollars ; but that, deducting one million for 
the nse of the mint, and assuming the remaining four 
millions to be in the hands of one-half of the present 
number of ofticers—a supposition deemed more 
likely to correspond with the fact—thesum in the 
hands of each would still be less than the amount 
of mest of the bonds now taken from the receivers 
of public money. Every apprehension, however, 
on the subject, either in respect to the safety of the 
money, or the faithful discharge of these fiscal trans- 
actions, may, it appears to me, be effectually 
removed by adding to the presert means of the 
Treasury the establishment by law, at a few import- 
ant points, of offices for the deposite and disburse- 
ment of such portions of the public revenue as can- 
not, withobvious safety and convenience, be left in 
the possession of the collecting officers until paid 
over by them to the public creditors. Neither the 
amounts retained in their hands, nor those depo- 
sited in the offices, would, in an ordinary condition 
of the revenue, be larger in most cases than those 
ofien under the control of disbursing officers of the 
Army and Navy, and might be made entirely safe, 
by requiring such securities, and exercising such 
controlling supervision, as Congress may by law 
prescribe. ‘The principal officers whose appoint- 
ments would become necessary under this plan, 
taking the largest number suggested by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, would not exceed ten; nor 
the additional expenses, at the samme estimate, sixty 
thousand dollars a year. 

There can be no doubt of the obligation of those 
who are entrusted with the affairs of Government, 
toconduct them with as little cost to the nation as 
js consistent with the public interest; and it is for 
Congress, and ultimately for the people, to decide 
whether the benefits to be derived from keeping 
our fiscal concerns apart, and severing the connec- 
tion which has hitherto existed between the Go- 
vernment and banks, offer sufficient advantages to 
justify the necessary expegses. If the object to be 
accomplished is deemed important to the future 
welfare of the country, I cannot allow myseif to 
believe that the addition to the public expenditure 
of comparatively so small an amountas will be 
necessary to effect it, will be objected to by the 
people. 

li will be seen by the report of the Postmaster 
Gencral, herewith communicated, that the fiscal 
affairs of that Department have been successfully 
conducted since May last upon the principle of 
dealing only in the legal currency of the United 
States, and that it needs no legislation to maintain 
its credit, and facilitate the management of its con- 
cerns; the existing laws being, in the opinion of 
that officer, ample for those objects. 

Difficulties will doubuless be encountered for a 
season, and inereased services required from the 
public functionaries; such are usually incident to 
the commencement of every system, but they will 
be greatly lessened in the progress of its operations. 


he power and influence supposed to be con- 
nected with the custody and disbursement of the 
public money, are topics on which the public mind 
is naturally and, with great propriety, peculiarly 
sensitive. Much has been said on them, in refe- 
rence to the proposed separation of the Govern- 
ment from the banking institutions; and surely no 
one can object to any appeals or animadversions on 
the subject, which are consistent with facts, and 
evince a proper respect for the intelligence of the 
people. Ifa Chief Magistrate may be allowed to 
speak for himself, on such a point, I can truly 
say, that to me nothing would be more accept- 
able, than the withdrawal from the Executive, 
to the greatest practicable extent, of all concern 
in the custody and disbursement of the pub- 
lic revenue; not that I would shrink from any 
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responsibility cast upon me by the duties of my 
office, but becanse it is my firm belief, that its 
capacity for usefulness is in no degree promoted 
by the possession of any patronage not actually 
necessary to the performance of those duties. But 
under our present form of Government, the inter- 
vention of the Executive officers in the custody and 
disbursement of the public money seems to be un- 
avoidable; and before it can be admitted that the 
influence and power of the Exccutive would be in- 
creased by dispensing with the agency of banks, 
the nature of that intervention in such an agency 
must be carefully regarded, anda comparison must 
be instituted between its extent in the two cases. 

The revenue can only be collectd by officers ap- 
nointed by the President, with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate. The public moneys, in the first 
instance, must, therefore, in all cases, pass through 
hands selected by the Executive. Other offices ap- 
pointed in the same way, or, as in some cases, by 
the President alone, must also be entrusted with 
them when drawn for the purpose of disbursement. 
It is thus seen that, even when banks are employed, 
the public fands must twice pass throuch the hands 
of Executive officers. Besides this, the head of the 
Treasury Department, who also holds his office at 
the pleasure of the President, and some other ofli- 
cers of the same department, must necessarily be 
invested with more or less power in the selection, 
continuance, and supervision, of the banks that may 
be employed. The question is then narrowed to 
the single point, whether, in the intermediate stage 
between the collection and disbursement of the pub- 
lic money, the agency ef banks is necessary to 
avoid a dangerous extension of the patronage and 
influence of the Executive? But is it clear that the 
connection of the Executive with powerful money- 
ed institutions, capable of ministering to the inte- 
rests of men in points where they are most acees- 
sible to corruption, is less liable to abuse, than his 
constitutional agency in the appointment and con- 
trol of the few public officers required by the 
proposed plan? ‘Will the public money, when 
in their hands, be necessarily exposed to 
any improper interference on the part of the 
Executive? May it not be hoped that a prudent 
fear of public jealousy and disapprobation, in a 
matter so peculiarly exposed to them, will deter 
him from any such interference, even if higher 
motives be found inoperative? May not Congress 
so regulate, by law, the duty of those officers, and 
subject it to such supervision and publicity, as to 
Prevent the possibility of any serious abuse on the 
part of the Executive? and is there equal room for 
such supervision and publicity in a connection 
with banks, acting under the shield of corporate 
immunities, and conducted by persons irresponsible 
to the Government and the people? It is believed 
that a considerate and candid investigation of these 
questions will result in the conviction, that the 
proposed plan is far less liable to objection, on the 
score of Executive patronage and control, than 
any bank agency that has been, or can be, devised. 

With these views, I leave to Congress the mea- 
sures necessary to regulate, in the present emer- 
gency, the safe-keeping and transfer of the public 
moneys. In the performance of constitutional duty, 
I have stated to them, without reserve, the result of 
my own reflections. The subject is of great im- 
portance; and one on which we can scarcely expect 
to be as united in sentiment as we are in interest. 
It deserves a full and free discussion, and cannot 
fail to be benefitted by a dispassionate comparison 
of opinions. Well aware myself of the duty of 
reciprocal concession among the co-ordinate 
branches of the Government, I can promise a reason- 
able spirit of co-operation, so far as it can be indulged 
in without the surrender of constitutional objec- 
tions, which I believe to be wel founded. Any 
system that may be adopted should be subjected to 
the fullest legal provision, so as to leave nothing to 
the Executive but what is necessary to the discharge 
of the duties imposed ox hit; and whatever plan 
may be ultimately established, my own part shall 
be so discharge:! as to give to it a fair trial, and the 
best prospect of success. 


The character of the funds to be received and 
disbursed in the transactions of the Government, 
likewise demands your most eareful consideration. 
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There can be no doubt that those who framed 
and adepted the Constitution, having 12 immediate 
view the depreciated paper of the Conirjeracy—of 
which five hundred dollars in paper were, at times, 
only equal to one dollar in coin—intended to pre- 
vent the recurrence of similar evils, so far at least 
as related to the transactions of the new Govern- 
ment. They gave to Congress express powers to 
coin money, and to regulate the value thereof, and 
of foreign coin; they refused to give it power to 
establish corporations—the agents, then as now, 
chiefly employed to create a paper currency; they 
prohibited the States from making any thing but 
gold and silver a legal tender in payment of debts; 
and the firet Congress directed, by positive law, that 
the revenue should be received in nothing but gold 
and silver. 

Public exigency at the outset of the Govern- 
meat, withoutdirect legislative authority, led to the 
use of banks as fiscal ius to the Treasury. In ad- 
mitted deviation from the law, at the same period, 
and under the same exigency, the Sccretary of the 
Treasury received their notes in payment of duties, 
The sole ground on which the practice, thus com- 
menced, was then, or has since, been justified, is the 
certain, immediate, and cenvenient exchange of 
such notes for specie. The Government did ineeed 
receive the inconvertible notes of State banks dur- 
ing the difticulties of war; and the community sul - 
mitted without a murmur to the unequal taxation 
and multiplied evils of which such a course was 
productive. With the war, this indulvence ceased, 
and the banks were obliged again to redeem their 
notes in gold and silver. The Treasury, in accor(- 
ance with previous practice, continued to dispense 
with the currency required by the act of 1789, and 
took the notes of banks in fall contidence of their 
being paid in specie on demand; an Congress, to 
guard against the slightest violation of this princi- 
ple, have declared, by law, that if notes are paid 
in the transactions of the Government, it must be 
under such circumstances as to enable th 





holder 
to convert them into specie without depreciation or 
delay. 

Of my own duties under the existing laws, when 
the banks suspended specie paymenis, I could not 
doubt. Directions were immediately given to pre- 
vent the reception into the Treasury of any thiag 
but gold and silver or its equivalent ; and every 
practicable arrangement was made to preserve the 
public faith, by similar or equivalent payments to 
the public creditors. The revenue from lands had 
been for some time substantlally so collected, under 
the order issued by the directions of my predeces- 
sor. The effects of that order had been so salutary, 
and its forecast in regard to the increasing insecu- 
rity of bank paper had become so apparent, that, 
even before the catastrophe, I had resolved not to 
interfere with its operation. Congress is now to 
decide whether the revenue shall continue to be so 
collected or not 


The receipts into the Treasury, of bank notes, not 
redeemed in specie on demand, wil! not, I presnme, 
be sanctioned. It would destroy, without the ex 
cuse of war or public distress, that equality of im- 
ports, and identity of commercial regulation, which 
lie at the foundation of our Confederacy, and would 
offer to each State a direct temptation to inérease 
its foreign trade, by depreciating the currency re- 
ceived for duties in its ports. Such a proceeding 
would also, ina great degree, frustrate the policy, 
so highly cherished, of infusing into our circulation 
a larger proportion of the precious metals; a policy, 
the wisdom of which none can doubt, thongh there 
may be different opinions as to the extent to which 
it should be carned. Its results have been already 
too auspicious, and its success is too closely inter- 
woven with the future prosperity of the country, to 
permit us fora moment to contemplate its abandon- 
ment. We have seen, under its influence, our spe- 
cie augmented beyond eighty miHions; our coinage 
increased so as to make that of gold amount, be- 
tween August, 1834, and December, 1836, to ten 
millions of dollars; exceeding the whole coinage at 
the mint during the thirty-one previous years. The 
prospect of further improvement continued without 
abatement, until the moment of the suspension of spe- 
cie payments. This policy has now indeed been sud- 

denly cheeked, but is still far from being overthrowg, 
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Anndst ail conflicting theories, one position is un- 
denia’ je: ‘he precious metals will invariably dis- 
appear when ihere ceases to be a nec essity for their 
use, asa eirenlating medium. It was in strict ac- 
cordanee with tais truth, that whilst, in the month 
vf May last, they were every where seen, and were 
current for all ordinary purposes, they disappeared 
from circulation the moment the payment of specie 
was refused by the banks, and the community tacit- 
ly agreed to dispense with itsemployment. Their 
place was supplied by a currency exclusively of 
paper, and, in mony cases, of the worst description. 
Already are the bank notes now in circulation 
greatly depreciate!, and they flactuate in value be- 
tween one place and another; thus diminishing and 
making uncertain the worth of property and the 
price of labor, and fatling to subserve, except at a 
heavy lows, the purposes of business. With each 
succeeding day the metallic currency decreases; by 
some itis hoarded in the natural fear, that, once 
parted with, it cannot be replaced; while by others 
itis diverted from its more legitimate uses, for the 
sake of gain. Should Congress sanction this con- 
dition of things, by making irredeemable paper mo- 
ney receivable in payment of public dues, a tem- 
porary check to a wise and salutary policy will, in 
tll probability, be converted into its absolute de- 
struction. 

It is true that bank notes actually convertible 
into specie may be received in payment of the 
revenue, without being liable to all these objec- 
tions, and that such a course may, to some extent, 
promote individual convenience; an object always 
to be considered where it does not conflict with the 
principles of our Government or the general wel- 
fare of the country. If such notes only were 
received, and always under circumstances allow- 
ing their early presentation for payment, and if, at 
short and fixed periods, they were converted into 
specie, to be kept by the officers of the Treasury, 
some of the most serious obstacles to their reception 
would perhaps be removed. To retain the notes 
in the Treasury would be to renew, under another 
form, the loans of public money to the banks, and 
the evils eonsequent thereon. 

It is, however, a mistaken impression, that any 
large amount of specie is required for public pay- 
ments. Of the seventy or eighty millions now 
estimated to be in the country, ten millions would 
be abundantly sufficient for that purpose, provided 
an aecumulation of a large amount of revenue, 
beyond the necessary wants of the Government, be 
hereafter prevented. If to these considerations be 
added the facilities which will arise from enabling 
the Treasury ‘o satisfy the public creditors, by its 
drafts or notes received in payment of the public 
dues, it may be safely assumed that no motive of 
convenience to the citizen requires the reception of 
bank paper. 

To say that the refusal of paper meney by the 
Government, introduces an vajust discrimination 
between the currency received by it, and that used 
by individuals in their ordinary affairs, is, in my 
judgment, to view it in a very erroneous light. 
‘Fhe Constitution prohibits the States from making 
aay thing but gold and silver a tender in the pay- 
ment of debts, and thus secures to every citizen a 
right to demand payment in the legal currency. 
To provide by law that the Government will only 


receive its dues in gold and silver, is not to confer 
en it any peculiar privilege; but merely to place it 
on en equality with the citizen, by reserving to it 


a right secured to him by the Constitution. It is 
doubtless for this reason that the principle has been 
sanctioned by successive laws, from the time of the 
first Congress under the Constitution down to the 
last, Buch precedents, never objected to and pro- 
ceeding from such scurces, afford a decisive answer 
to the imputation of inequality or injustice. 

But, infact, the measure is one of restriction, not 
of favor. To forbid the public agent to receive in 
payment any other than a certain kind of money, 
is to refuse hima discretion possessed by every 
citizen. It may be left to those whohave the ma- 
nagement of their own transactions, to make their 
own terms; but no such discretion should Le given 
to him who acts merely as an agent of the people, 
who is to colleet what the law requires, and to pay 
the approprigtions it makes, hen bank notes 


~ , 
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are redeemed on demand, there is then no diserimi- 
nation in reality, for the individual who receives 
them may, at his option, substitute the specie for 
them; he takes them from convenience or choice. 
When they are not so redeemed, it will searcely be 
contended that their receipt and payment, by a pub- 
lic officer, should be permitted, though none deny 
that right to an individual; if it were, the effect 
would be most injurious to the public, since their 
officer could make none of those arrangements 
to meet or guard against the depreciation, which an 
individual is at liberty todo. Nor can inconve- 
nience to the community be alleged as an objection 
to such areguiation. Its object and motive are 
their convenience and welfare. 

If, at a moment of simultaneous and unexpected 
suspension by the banks, it adds something to the 
many embarrassments of that proceeding, yet these 
are far overbalanced by its direct tendency to pro- 
duce a wider circulation of gold and silver, to in- 
crease the safety of bank paper, to improve the 
general currency, and thus to prevent altogether 
such occurrences, and the other and far greater 
evils that attend them. 

It may, indeed, be questioned, whether it is not for 
the interest of the banks themselves that the Go- 
vernment should not receive their paper. They 
would be conducted with more caution, and on 
sounder principles. By using specie only in its 
transactions, the Government would create a de- 
mand for it, which would, to a great extent, prevent 
its exportation, and by keeping it in circulation, 
maintain a broader and safer basis for the paper 
currency. That the banks would thus be rendered 
more sound, and the community more safe, cannot 
admit of a doubt. 

The foregoing views, it seems to me, do but 
fairly carry out the provisions of the Federal Con- 
stitution in relation to the currency, as far as re- 
lates to the public revenue. At the time that in- 
sirument was framed, there were but three or four 
banks in the United States; and had the extension 
of the banking system, and the evils growing out of 
ity been foreseen, they would probably have been 
specially guarded against. The same policy which 
led to the prohibition of bills of credit by the States, 
would, doubtless, in that event, have also inter- 
dicted their issue as a currency in any other form. 
The Constitution, however, contains no such pro- 
hibition; and, since the States have exercised, for 
nearly half a century the power to regulate the 
business of banking, it is not to be expected that it 
will be abandoned. The whole matter is now under 
discussion before the proper tnbunal—the people 
of the States. Never before has the public mind 
been so thoroughly awakened to a proper sense of 
its importance; never has the subject, im all its 
bearings, been submitted to so searching an in- 
guiry. It would be distrusting the intelligence and 
virtue of the people to doubt the speedy and effi- 
cient adoption of such measures of reform as the 
public good demands. All that can rightfully be 
done by the Federal Government, te promote the 
accomplishment of that important object, will, with- 
out doubt, be performed. 

In the mean time, it is our duty to provide all the 
remedies against a depreciated paper currency 
which the Constitution enables us to afford. The 
Treasury Department, on several former occasions, 
has suggested the propriety and importance of a 
uniform law concerning bankruptcies of corpora- 
tions, and other bankers. Through the instrumen- 
tality of such a law, a salutary check may doubt- 
less be imposed on the issues of paper money, and 
an effectual remedy given to the citizen in a way 
at once equal in all parts of the Union, and fully 
authorized by the Constitution. 

The indulgence granted by Executive authority in 
the payment of bonds for duties, has been already 
mentioned. Seeing that the invnediate enforcement of 
these obligations would subject a large and highly re- 
spectable portion of our citizens to great sacrifices, 
and believing that a temporary postponement could 
be made without detriment to other interests, and 
with inereased certainty of ultimate payment, I 
did not hesitate to comply with the request that was 
made of me. The terms allowed are, to the full 
extent, as liberal as any that are to be found in the 
practice of the Executive Department. It remains 

, 


for Congress to decide whether a further Post 
ment may not with propriety be allowed, an, _ 
their legislation upon the subject is respect{,\) _ 
vited. wee 
The report of the Secretary of the Tyeasy, 
will exhibit the condition of these debts; the erties 
and effect of the present indulgence; the proba. 
result of its further extension on the state of "Y 
Treasury,and every ether fact necessary to a fal 
consideration of :he subject. Similar informa... 
is communicated in regard to sach depositories 4: 
the public moneys as are indebted to the Govern. 
ment, in order that Congress may also adopt the 
proper measures in regard to them. 

The receipts and expenditares for the first hay 
of the year, and an estimate of those for the resi. 
due, will be laid before you by the Secretary of j;, 
Treasury. In his report of December last, it w,, 
estimated that the current receipts would fall shop 
of the expenditures by about three millions of Q,), 
lars. It will be seen that the difference wilj },. 
much greater. This is be attributed not only ., 
the occurrence of greater pecuniary embarras. 
ments in the business of the country than the 
which were then predicted, and, consequenily, , 
greater diminution in the revenue, but also to ths 
fact that the appropriations exceeded, by nearly 
six millions, the amount which was asked {or in the 
estimates then submitted. The sum necessary for 
the service of the year beyond the probable receipts, 
and the amount which it was intended should ty 
reserved in the Treasury at the commencement of 
the year, will be about six millions. If the whole 
of the reserved balance be not at once applied 
to the current expenditures, but four millions be 
still kept in the Treasury, as seems most expe. 
dient, for the uses of the mint, and to meet cop. 
tingencies, the sum needed will be ten millions, 

In making this estimate, the receipts are calcula’ 
ed en the supposition of some further extension of 
the indulgence granted in the payment of bonds for 
duties, which will affect the amount of the revenue 
for the present year to the extent of two and ahalf 
millions. 

It is not proposed to procure the required amount 
by loans or increased taxation. There are now in 
the Treasury nine millions three hundred and sixiy- 
seven thousand two hundred and fourteen dollars, 
directed by the act of the 23d of June, 1836, to be 
deposited with the States in October next. — This 
sum, if so deposited, will be subject, under the law, 
to be recalled, if needed, to defray existing appro- 
priations; and as it is now evident that the whole, 
or the principal part of it, will be wanted for that 
purpose, it appears most proper that the deposite 
should be withheld. Until the amount can be collect 
ed trom the banks, Treasury notes may be tempo- 
rarily issued, to be gradually redeemed as it is re- 
ceived. 

I am aware that this course may be productiy 
of inconvenience to many of the States. Relying 
upon the acts of Congress which held out to them 
the strong probability, if not the certainty, of r- 
ceiving this instalment, they have in some in- 
stances adopted measures with which its retention 
may seriously interfere. That such a condition of 
things should have occurred is much to be regret: 
ted. It is not the least among the unfortunate re- 
sults of the disasters of the times; and it is for 
Congress to devise a fit remedy, if there be one. 
The money being indispensable to the wants of the 
Treasury, it is difficult to conceive upon whal 
principle of justice or expediency its application to 
that object can be avoided. To recall any portions 
of the sums already deposited with the States, 
would be more inconvenient and less efficient. To 
burden the country with increased taxation, when 
there is in fact a large surplus revenue, would be 
unjust and unwise; to raise moneys by loans undet 
such circumstances, and thus to commence a new 
national debt, would scarcely be sanctioned by th 
American people. 

The plan proposed will be adequate to all ovr 
fiscal operations, during the remainder of the year. 
Should it be adopted, the Treasury, aided by the 
ample resources of the country, wil! be able to dis 
charge, punctually, every pecuniary obligation. For 
the future, all that is needed will be that caution 
and forbearance in appropriations which the dimint: 
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of the revenue requires, and which the com- 
an accomplishment or great forwardness of 
se expensive national undertakings renders 
equally consistent with pradence and patriotic libe- 
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. The preceding suggestions and recommendations 
cubmitted, in the belief that their adoption by 
Congress Will enable the Executive Department to 

nduct our fiscal concerns With success, So far as 
their management hasbeen committed to it. Whilst 
the objects and the means proposed to attain them 
ase within its constitutional powers and appropri- 
aie duties, they will at the same time, it is hoped, 
hy their necessary operation, afford essential aid in 
the transaction of individual conceras, and thus 
vield 1elief to the people at large in a form adapted 
to the nature of our Government. 2 Those who look 
o the action of this Government for specific aid to 
he citizen to relieve embarrassments arising from 
incaos by revulsions in commerce and credit, lose 
coht of the ends for which it was created, and the 

wers with which it is clothed. It was established 

give security to us all, in our lawful and ho- 
horable pursuits, under the lasting safeguard of re- 
publican institutions, It was not intended to con- 
fer special favors on individuals, or on any classes 
‘hem; to create systems of agriculture, manufac- 
engage in them, either 


are 


0! 


tures, or trade; or io m, e 
eparately or in connection with individaal 
cilizens or organized associations. If its ope- 


rations were to be directed for the benefit of any 
one class, equivalent favors must, in justice, be ex- 
ionded to the rest; and the attempt to bestow sach 
favors with an equal hand, or even to select those 
who should most deserve them, would never be 
cessful. All communities are apt te look to 
Government for too much. Even in our own 
country, Where its powers and duties are so strictly 
limited, we are prone to do so, especially at periods 
of sudden embarrassment and distress. But this 
ought not to be. The framers of our exceilent 
Constitution, and the people who approved it with 
calm and sagacious deliberation, acted at the time 
on a sounder principle. They wisely judged that 
the less Government interferes with private pur- 
suits, the better for the general prosperity. It is 
not its legitimate object to make men rich, or to 
repair, by direct grants of money or legislation in 
favor of particular pursuits, losses not incurred in 
the public service. This would be substantially to 
use the property of some for the benefit of others. 
jut its real duty—that duty, the performance of 
which makes a good Government the most precious 
ofhuman blessings, is to enact and enforce a sys- 
tem of general laws commensurate with, but not 
exceeding, the objects of its establishment; and to 
leave every citizen and every interest to reap, under 
iis benign protection, the rewards of virtue, indus- 
try, and prudence. 

I cannot doubt that on this, as on all similar oc- 
casions, the Federal Government will find its agency 
most condacive to the security and happiness of 
the people, when limited to the exercise of its con- 
ceded powers. In never assuming, even for a well 
meant object, such powers as were not designed to 
be conlerred upon it, we shall in reality do most 
for the general welfare. To avoid every unneces- 
sary interference with the pursuits of the citizen, 
Wil result in mere benefit than to adopt measures 
which could only assist limited interests, and are 
eagerly, but perhaps naturally, sought for, under the 
pressure of temporary circumstances. If, there- 
fore, [ refrain from suggesting to Congress any 
sp@ific plan for regulating the exchanges of the 
country; relieving mercantile embarrassments; or 
in'erfering with the ordinary operations of foreign 
or domestic commerce; it is frem a conviction that 
such measures are not within the constitutional pro- 
vince of the General Government; and that their 
adoption would not promote the real and perma- 
hent welfare of those they might be designed to aid. 

The difficulties and distress¢s of the times, though 
Unquestionably great, are limited in their extent, 
and cannot be regarded as affecting the permanent 
Prosperity of the nation. 





fallen. 









Arising, in a great de- 
gree, from the transactions of foreign and domestic 
commerce, it is upon them that they have chiefly 
The great agricultural interest has, in 
maby parts of the country, suffered comparativele 
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little; and, as if Providence intended to display thr 
munificence of its goodness at the moment of ou- 
greatest need, and in direct contrast to the evils oc- 
casioned by the waywardness of man, we have 
been blessed throughout our extended territory with 
a season of general health and of uncommon fruit- 
fulness. The proceeds of our great staples will 
seon furnish the means of liquidating debts at 
home and abroad; and contribute equally to the 
revival of commercial activity, and the restoration 
of commercial credit. The banks, established 
avowedly for its support, deriving their profits 
from it, and resting under obligations to it which 
cannot be overlooked, will feel at once the neces- 
sity and justice of uniting their energies with those 
of the mercantile interest. The suspension of 
specie payments, at such a time and under such 
circumstances as we have lately witnessed, could 
not be other than a temporary measure; and we 
can scarcely err in believing that the period must 
soon arrive when all that are solvent will redeem 
their issues in gold and silver. Dealings abroad 
naturally depend on resources and prosperity at 
home. If the debt of our merchants has accumu- 
lated, or their credit is impaired, these are fluctua- 
tions always incident to extensive or extravagant 
mercantile transactions. But the ultimate security 
of such obligations does not admit of question, 
They are guarantied by the resources of a country. 
the fruits of whose industry afford abundant means 
of ample liquidation, an{ by the evident interest of 
every merchant to sustain a credit, hitherto high, 
by promptly applying these means for its preser- 
vation. 

I deeply regret that events have occurred which 
require me to ask your consideration of such 
serious topies. I could have wished that, in ma- 
king my first communication to the assembled re- 
presentatives of my country, I had nothing to 
dwell upon but the history of her unalloyed pros- 
perity. Stnee it is otherwise, we can only feel 
more deeply the responsibility of the respective 
trusts that have been confided to us, and under the 
pressure of difficulties, unite in invoking the guid- 
ance and aid of the Supreme Ruler of nations, 
and in laboring with zealous resolution to over- 
come the difficulties by which we are environed. 

It is, under such circumstances, a high gratifica- 
tion to know, by long experience, that we act fora 
people to whom the truth, however unpromising, 
can always be spoken with safety; for the trial of 
whose patriotism no emergency is too severe, and 
who are sure never to desert a public functionary 
honestly laboring for the public good. It seems 
justthat they should receive, without delay, any 
aid in their embarrassments which your dejibera- 
tionscan afiord. Coming directly from the midst 
of them, and knowing the course of events in every 
section of our country, from you may best be learnt 
as well the extent and nature of these embarrass- 
ments, as the most desirable measures of relief. 

I am aware, however, that it is not proper to de- 
tain you, at present, longer than may be demanded 
by the special objects for which you are convened. 
To them, therefore, I have confined my communi- 
cation, and believing it will not be your own wish 
to extend your deliberations beyond them, I reserve 
till the usual period of your annual meeting, that 
general information on the state of the Union, 
which the Consiitution requires me to give 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasnincton, September 4th, 1837. 


REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
September 4, 1837. 


payments by the banks in New York, in May last 


meet the drafts of the departnrent. 


To those who had been instructed to pay directly 
tc contractors, another circular was sent, reminding 
them of their duties and liabilities in reference to 
the moneys to be received and paid by them under 


existing laws, 


Sir: Immediately after the suspension of specie 


a cireular was sent out, directing all postmasters 
who had been instructed to deposite the proceeds of 
their offices in banks, to retain them in specie to 
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Instructions have recently been prepare, direct- 
ing the manner in which returns of cash on hand 
are hereafter to be made to the departineat, and for- 
bidding the loaning or use of the moneys belonging 
to the public for any purpose whatsoever. Copies 
of these papers are annexed, marked A, B, and C. 

In relation to upwards of ten thousand of the 
post offices, these regulations make no change. The 
only change effected by them is, that about eleven 
hundred postmasters who formerly deposied their 
income in banks, weekly, monthly, or quarterly, 
according to its amount, now retain the meney in 
their own hands till drawn for by the department. To 
about nine-tenths of these, the new system 1s more 
convenient than the old, as itsaves them the trouble 
of going or sending to the banks and procuring cer- 
tificates of deposite; it is equally safe, as their en- 
tire balances will be drawn far as often as they are 
deposited; and itis more efficient, because some 
postmasters who might neglect to deposite will not 
venture to dishonor a draft. 


The postmasters who will not close their accounts 
quarterly, will not, probably, exceed one hundred; 
and the balances in their hands, from quarter to 
quarter, are not likely, under a proper administra- 
tion of the department, to exceed, in ordinary times, 
one or two hundred thousand dollars. As they are 
required to have their balances always ready in 
gold and silver, the department will always have 
the means of meeting its engagements; and if a 
default in an individual case should occasionally 
happen, nothing like a general refusal to pay, as in 
the case of the late deposiie banks, is ever to be ap- 
prehended. 


It will ever be the true policy of the department 
not to have a large surplus, and, consequently, 
there will be little to entrust to the custody of post- 
masters or others. Moreover, the number of post 


offices now instructed to retain their funds, will be 
largely reduced upon an adjustment of the eollee- 
tion system to the mail sers ‘ neod within 


the last twelve months. 


Though in seme places convenient, banks are 
not necessary to the collection and disbursement of 
the funds of this department. In reference to more 
than ten thousand post offices, the collections and 
disbursements are effected more expeditiously and 
more conveniently without the interposition of 
banks, than they could be with it. The contractors 
who are creditors of the department, are its collec- 
tors from postmasters, and the collection and dis- 
bursement are but one operation. It is generally 
effected in a few days after the close « h 
ter.* The operation is the same where 
masters pay to contractors upon the drafts of the 
department, though it is more tardy. The few ofli- 
ces, in reference to which banks are a convenience, 
are those whose receipts are large, and are not 
likely to be absorbed from quarter to qnarter by 
the drafts of the department. They have generally 
iron chests or safes where the specie is kept; and, 
with a strict supervision and careful attention to 
their bonds, they will seldom, if ever, be found in 
default. 
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The necessary transfers of funds are effected by 
the department without inconvenience or loss. On 
the interior mail routes, the expenditure is gene- 
rally greater than the income; ao that, alter the 
contractors have received the entire revenue of the 
offices supplied by them, balances are still due. 
These balances are as readily paid off by drafts on 
the postmasters in the cities where the surplus 
arises, as they could be by checks on banks in the 
same places. ‘The process is rendered the more 
easy from the fact, that the heaviest surplus accrues 
at those points where funds are the most valuable, 
particularly at New York, so that the drafts of the 
Department to pay balances in the most distant 
paris of the Union are generally better than cash, 
being available for mercantile remittances. Thus, 
th: necessary transfers of the Department are rea- 
dily effected; and as this state of things is not 
hkely to change, it would seldom, if ever, become 
necessary for the Department-to transport specie 
from one point to another, if there was not a bank 
in existence. 


Upon the suspension of the banks, efforls were 
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made in some quarters to compel the Department 
to receive irredeemable and depreciated paper for 
postages. Law, justice, and public policy, re- 
quired an inflexible resistance of these efforts. 
Gold and silver are the only constitutional and 
legal currency of the United States, and nothing 
but that currency, or its equivalent, can be legally 
offered to the public creditors in payment. All 
taxes and postages are imposed in this currency, 
and all contracts are made vpon its basis. The 
public faith could be kept, and the public business 
successfully earried on, only by a strict adherence 
to the plain letter, as well as obvious spirit, of the 
law. 

The undersigned is happy to state, that all at- 
tempts to force the department to receive depreciat- 
ed paper were soon abandoned; that little difficulty 
has been experienced in collecting postages in spe- 
cie, and none where the circulation of change 
tickets has been successfully resisted; and that the 
credit of the department has been preserved un- 
impaired. Nor is any difficulty apprehended, so 
long as postages are collected in the constitutional 
curreney of the United States. But, should the 
department be compelled to receive, and offer to 
its creditors, the depreciated notes issued by hun- 
dreds of embarrassed, faithless, or bankrupt corpo- 
rations er individuals, no sure calculation can be 
made as to the future; and there is reason to appre- 
hend gencral discontent, extensive failures, and de- 
plorabie disorganization throughout the mail ser- 
vice. With what face could the department in- 
sist on, and eompel a strict performance of con- 
tract cbligations by contractors, when stripped of 
the power to perform the most vital part of the 
contracts (so far as the intetest of the contractor 
is concerned) on itsown part. Justice and sound 
policy alike demand a firm adherence, in the mail 
service, to the standard of value, and _ the basis of 
contracts, prescribed by the Constitution, and hith- 
erto strictly inaintataed, (except for a short period,) 
amidst the calamities of war. 

Ona the whole, no legislation is necessary to main- 
tain.the credit of this department; or enable it to 
manage its fiscal concerns; the existing laws be- 
ng deemed ample for those purposes 
i I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
To ‘the Presipent or tae Unitep States. 


A. 
Post Orrick DrraRTMENT, 
—_——- 1837. 
Sir: You will, until further orders, retaia the 
proceeds of your office in your hunds, in specie, to 
meet the drafts of this Department. 
[ am, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 
Postmaster at 
b. 
Post Orricr DrparTrMenNt, 
' Office, Washington, May 16, 1837. 
1 am instracted by the Postmaster General 
t»> call your particu/ar attention to the fact, that the 
rates of postage, as established by law, are based 
upon the legal currency of the United States. The 
following extracts from the printed regulations and 
the law, will clearly show what are your duties and 
responsibilities in relation to the kind of currency 
to be received for postage, viz: 

“You will receive nothiag but specie, or its 
equivalent, for postage.””—Jnstructions to Posmast- 
ters, chapter 5, section 62. 

“All payments to the department, whether upon 
its drafts, or by deposite in bank, must be in specie, 
or its equivalent. No allowance can be made to 
postmasters for the depreciation of money received 
for postage, nor for losses by fire, robbery, or 
theft.”°—Chapter 28, section 245. 


App intnre 
Sir: 


Extract from an act of Congress, approved on the 14th 
of April, 1836. 

“SecTion 2. nd be it further enacted, That, 
hereafter, no bank notes of less denomination than 
ten dollars, and that from and after the 31 day of 
March, anno Domini 1837, no bank note of less 
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denomination than twenty dollars, shall be offered 
in payment, in any case whatsoever in which mo- 
ney is to be paid by the United States, or by the 
Post Office Department; nor shall any bank note, 
of any denomination, be so offered, unless the same 
shall be payable, and paid on demand, in gold or 
silver coin at the place where issued, and which 
shall not be eqnivalent to specie at the place 
where offered, and convertible into gold or silver 
upon the spot, at the will of the helder, and without 
delay or loss tohim: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to make any thing 
but gold or silver a legal tender by any individual, 
or by the United States.” 

Hence, you will perceive that, whatever you 
may receive for postage, you are responsible for 
gold or silver; and that it is unlawful for you to 
offer in payment to contractors, or others, any note 
of any bank which does not pay its notes in specie. 
As the Postmaster General has no power to release 
you from your responsibilities under the laws, and 
as, on the contrary, it is his duty to see them faith- 
fully executed, he has deemed it expedient to give 
you this notice, that you may guard yourself 
against loss in the collection of your postages. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT JOHNSTON, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General. 
Cc. 

Postmasters, who may be under instructions to 
retain the proceeds of their offices until drawn for 
by the department, will observe the following regu- 
lations, viz : 

Those whose nett proceeds are five hundred dol- 
lars or more per week, will report the amount 

partment. T°ractions of weeks at 
the beginning and end of quarters need not be re- 
ported separately. 

Tiose whose nett proceeds are not five hundred 
dollars per week, but amonnt to that sum or more 
per month, will report them monthly. The last 
month of each quarter need not be reported sepa- 
rately. 

At the end of each quarter, all poste asters at 
draft offices will immediately ascertain the amount 
of nett revenue accruing at their respective offices 
during the quarter, and report it forthwith to the 
department, setting down the sums, if any, which 
may have been reported weekly or monthly, and 
deducting them, thus exhibiting the balance not re- 
ported. 

All these reports must be by /eller, addressed to the 
Postmaster General, which must be sent separately, 
and not enclosed with the quarterly accounts, or 
tied to them, or to any other letter or packet on 
other business. Nor must it be delayed until the 
accounts are forwarded, if it can be sent sooner, 

Posimasters will not be permitted to use or loan 
out any of the moneys belonging to the department, 
but will keep them always on hand to meet its 
drafts. A violation of this reculation will be con- 
sidered good cause for instant remoyal and prose- 
cution. Every craft must be paid on presentation. 

The travelling agents of the Depariment will be 
instructed to call occasionally on the draft offices, 
without notice, for the purpose of counting and re- 
porting the cash on hand, and reporting also the 
manner in which it is kept. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that 5,000 copies of the 
Message, and 1,500 of the documents, be printed. 

Mr. CLAY rose, he said, to second the motion; 
and he did so with great pleasure. Indeed, if there 
were any practical mode of disposing of the copies 
without inconvenience to Senators, he would be 
willing to vote fer double or treble the number 
proposed to be printed. He had risen merely to 
second the motion of the honorable Senator; but 
while up, he could not help expressing the deepest 
regret at the President's entertaining such views, 
and having made such a proposition as was con- 
tained in this paper, to meet the existing crisis in 
the affairs of our country, and which had called us 
together at this inconvenient period of the year 
from our occupations and our families. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said that he did not rise to 
express any opinion, or to enter into a discussion 


on the recommendation of this message 
cient for the day was the evil thereos » 
rose to move for an increased numbe 
We were assembled together for specifi 
and the eyes of the American people worn.” 
intently fixed upon us. Their eves woul). ” 
clusively directed for some time to come to o,. 
liberations. He did not think that 5,999... 
would be a sufficient number to circ . 
our constituents, in order to give the 
mation which they ought to have. 

He had generally been adverse to printino a, 
ments, because he linew that on many Occasions jhe 
were considered as useless lumber in the POst “J 
but for this document, which was of the his) 
importance, he was willing to vote that 8,500) con 
should be printed, and 1,500 of the » 
decuments. 
tion. 


The question being taken on printing 19.99 
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He would, therefore, make thay», 


» 
id 


copies, it was agreed to. 
The Senate then, on motion of Mr. 


: GRUNDY 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Turspay, September 5, 1837. 

The following members appeared and yor 
qualified : 

The Hon. JOHN P. RICHARDSON of gyyj 
Carolina. 

‘The Hon. WILLIAM C. DAWSON of Geo 

The Hon. THOMAS GLASCOCK of « 

The Hon. JESSE F. CLEAVELAND of « 

The Hon. RICE GARLAND of Louisiany, 

The Hon. JOHN W. JONES of Wiseons) 

The Hon. CHARLES DOWNING of Flory 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the solu 
joint committee appointed to wait on the Presid.y 
of the United States, and inform him that the 1» 
Houses of Congress were organized, reported thy 
they had performed that duty, and that the P; 
dent would transmit a Message to them in writin: 
that day at 12 o’clock. : 

A Message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States by the hands of his 
private secretary, Anranam Van Fecren, Esq. 

[Given in the proceedings of the Senate ] 

The message having been read by the Clerk: 

Mr. TXAMER moved that the message and a 
companying documents be laid on the table, aad 
that ten thousand extra copies be printed. 

Mr. OWENS moved to increase the number | 
twenty thousand. 

Mr. ROBERTSON begged to inquire of 
gentleman by whom the original motion was mvs 
whether any individual was authorized to print {or 
the use of the House. 

Mr. HAMER was not prepared to say whetlet 
there was or not. He said he had no objection w 
accept the amendment of the gentleman frum G 
gia as a modification of his own. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Chio, then moved 
10,000 copies be printed for the use of the ti 

Mr. Wuitt.esey was much gratified when 
colleague had, in the first place, moved for 
printing of 10,000 copies of the message, be 
he thought we ought to commence this sessiva 0! 
the House with a view to the embarrassed cod. 
tion of the country, and expend no more more 
than was actually necessary to carry on the oper 
tions of the Government. It was a fact well kno 
to many present, that previons to the year 1=°),09 
more than 5,000 copies of the message and doc 
ments had ever been printed. The number ‘a 
year had been doubled, and for the last few yc’ 
it had increased to 20,000 copies. Now, he w 
appeal to gentlemen on this floor, wihietle! ! 
was not a fact that this document was pris! 
in the newspapers of the conntry for mov 
before we receive them from the public priltt 
Attempts had heretofore been made to prevetl 
so large a number from being ordered, bv! 
had then been looked upon by some as beit$ 
introduced out of hostilily to the Executive or pu 
lic printer. Now we have no public printer, and 
he considered it an appropriate time to aliemp\" 
retrench the expenses of the House in this pati 
lar. He was willing to vote money to the fulis 
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ont, where it was necessary to carry on the ope- 
oan of the Government; but he could not see 
ry benefit to be derived from the printing so large 
any mber, while it was well known that all the pa- 
: me the country published the document before 
P onid be laid on our tables, and sent by us through 
be wails to our constituents. So far as his vote 
= eo, he should endeavor to retrenc’: the ex- 
Samal the House,and he hoped he would be 
Fonded in this effort. Mr. W. then called for a 
givision of the question. 

The motion to lay on the table was then agreed 
to without a division. m2 

The question was then put on printing 20,000 
copies of the message. 
Mr. BOND called for the yeas and nays, which 
were, ordered, and the motion was agreed to—yeas 
115, nays 109. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication with a report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the state of the finances; which, on 
motion of Mr. CONNOR, was ordered to lie on 

table. 
OM. CONNOR, moved to print 20,000 extra co- 

ies: lost—ayes 101, nays 106. 

Mr. OWENS moved that 10,000 extra copies 
be printed; which was agreed to withouta division 

Ou motion of Mr. McKENNAN, the usual reso- 
lgtion for supplying the members with five daily 
papers was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, it was 

Resolved, That the House do now proceed to the 
election of Printer for the House for the 25th Con- 
gress; whereupon, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS nominated Gates 
and SEATON. 

Mr, HAMER nominated Bratr and Rives. 

Mr. CLARK of New York nominated Tuomas 
ALLEN. 

The same gentlemen having been appointed 
tellers, the resuit was announced as follows: 



























































Ist ballot. 2d. ad. 4th. th. 
Whole number of votes, 230 230 223 227 228 
Necessary (o achoice - 116 116 115 114 115 


Buam and Rives -103 103 103 100 104 
GaresandSsaton - 100 102 101 103 100 
Txomas ALLEN - 2 22 23 2 23 
Scattering : air & l 1 2 0 
Blanks - . - 4 2 0 0 l 

Mr. OWENS remarked, that as there appeared 
to be little probability of the House making a choice 
to-night, he moved an. adjournment; which was 
agreed to—ayes 108, noes 102; and so 

The House adjourned. 













IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, September 6. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered a resolution proposing 
an alteration in the standing rules of the Senate, 
and asked its consideration at this time. 

Mr. CLAY objecting, the resolution lis over till 

‘ to-morrow. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to-morrow to the appointment of the standing 
committees, 

Mr. CLAY said he should be very glad to learn 
from that part of the Senate which was capable of 
affording the information, whether it was in- 
leaded to appoint all the standing com- 
mittees, and for what purpose? It had been 
inumated in the message that those communi- 
cations which were annually made, and which 
formed the basis and action of the standing commit- 
lees generally, were at this time to be withheld 
until the usual period of the meeting of Congress. 
Indeed we were told, and he thonght without a 
sufficient regard to the rights, and he would add, 
what was of much importance in the present crisis 
o! the country, the duties which Congress had now 
to perform, that he (the President) had called them 
ogether for a certain purpose; that he meant to 
limit his communications to that purpose, and dis- 
miss us when we should have done. 

Assembled as we are, (continued Mr. C.) we 
have aright to look to the interesis of the whole 
country—to the interests of all—and, for one, I 
must say that, although no man has come here 
with more reluctance than I have done, and to 
man here will return to his private pursuits with 
more pleasure and satisfaction than I shall do, yet 
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when I regard the present general, unhappy, dis- 
tressed, and embarrassed condition of ihe country, 
I should be more reluctant, whatever may have 
been the purposes of the President, or any body 
else, to return home, until I see some broad, com- 
prehensive, effectual plan proposed for the relief of 
the country. 

But, sir, I have risen to inquire what is the de- 
sign, what is the purpose, of appointing all the 
standing commitiees, if we are limited to one 
single object, and which, according to the lan- 
guage of the message, we are called here to de- 
liberate upon? We know nothing of our fo- 
reign affairs; we know nothing concerning the 
question of the northeastern boundary; we know 
nothing in regard to Texas. Then what are the pur- 
poses to be answered by appointing the Committee 
on Foreign Relations? All that I desire is to have 
light on the subject—to learn, if it be possible, the 
views and purposes of those into whose hands are 
confided the intentions of the administration, why 
all these committees should be appointed. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he regretted as 
deeply as the Senator from Kentucky could, the 
existence of any cause which had mace it neces- 
sary for the President to assemble Congress at this 
time; and he was quite sure that he had left his 
home with as much reluctance to perform his duty 
here, as that Senator, or as any other Senater. 
But Congress were now assembled; both Houses 
had been organized in the usual manner, and 
communications had been interchanged that the 
two Houses were now ready to proceed in the 
transaction of the public business; and, after such 
a meeting, what was it proper for the Senate to do? 
By the 33d rule, it was made their duty at the com- 
mencement of each session to appoint their stand- 
ing committees. This was the law, and it had 
been the invariable practice of the Senate. And 
was there any less obligation, any less propriety, 
or any less importance, for the Senate to appoint 
its usual standing committees at an extra session, 
than there was at an ordinary session of Congress? 
He did not so consider the matter. The rule itself 
was imperative. The course of proceeding was, to 
his mind, plain, and he had offered the resolution 
in accordance with his sense of duty. He was 
well aware, with the Senator from Kentucky, that 
the President had, in his public message, which 
had been communicated to Congress, alluded 
mainly to but one subject, and what seemed to 
him to be necessarily connected therewith; and he 
was free te admit that that was a subject of deep 
and abiding importance to the interests of our whole 
country. But does the Senator know that the Pre- 
sident may not, by special message during the pre- 
sent session, communicate to Congress other and 
different subjects? Certain the fact is, that the 
people themselves are not precluded by the Message 
from coming here with their memorials. They 
have a right to present here their petitions; and 
would it be wise or proper for the Senate to refuse 
to hear, consider, and dispose of these matters in 
the usual manner, because this happened to be an 
extra session of Congress, called by the President 
for a particular and avowed purpose? He thought 
not. This session of Congress having commenced, 
he had offered to the Senate the resolution for the 
appointment of the usual committees, as the best 
and most legitimate mode for the disposal of the 
public and private business which may be presented 

for its consideration. He could not doubt that the 
great and absorbing subject referred to in the Presi- 
dent’s Message, would engage the unremitted atten- 
tion, and would command the most faithful service 
of the Senate; but the all-importance of that sub- 
ject, and the fact of its being exclusively considered 
in the Message, was,to his mind, no sufficient reason 
against the appointment of the standing commit- 
tees. The consideration of that subject would be, 
2nd should be, the main business of the present ses- 
sion. He could not believe that the appointment of 
the committees would necessarily protract the ses- 
sion. After the completion of the business which had 
summoned Congress tegether, Congress would ad- 
journ. Te was as anxious as any man could be, 
to bring this session to a speedy close, to finish the 
work proper to be done ; and he felt assured, that 
by exerting their best efforis, Congress would be 








il 


able at this session to accomplish some measure 
which would, in effect, restore confidence, and give 
relef to the community. He was as desirous as 
the Senator from Kentucky, or as any other Sena- 
tor, could be, to have this done, and done speedily. 
He had, therefore, thus early introduced the reso- 
lution for the appointment of the committees. He 
hoped to see this a short but a business session. It 
seemed to him that every consideration o. policy 
and of duty should’ indnce the Senate at this time to 
make the appointment of their commitices. He 
hoped, therefore, that his motion would be adopted. 
_ The mouion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, Sept. 6, 1837 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, by geae- 
ral consent, a resolution was adopted ordering co- 
pies of a diagram of the hall, with the names of the 
members appended to their seats therein, to be fur- 
nished to the members. 

Mr. BRONSON, by consent, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the further balloting under the 
resolution of yesterday, providing for the election 
of a printer for this House, be suspended untsl the 
third Monday of September insiant, and that tein- 
porarily and until the due election of a prinftr, the 
Clerk of this House be authorized and directed to 
employ some person or persons to do the necessary 
printing of the House, upon the same terms that it 
was done at the last session. 

Mr. CUSHING expressed a hope that this reso- 
Jution would not be adop:ed, since it proposed to do 
that by resolution which the House had refused to 
do directly, by a vote of 126 to 100, on yesterday. 

Mr. GRENNELL moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. ; 

Mr. HAYNES asked for the yeas and nays on 
that motuon, which were ordered, and were—yeas 
109, nays 114, as follows: j 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen John W. Allen, 
Ayckrigg, Bell, Biddle, Boad, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cal 
houn, John Cajhoon, William B. Carter, Chambers, Childs, 
Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dar 
lington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, lsaac Fletcher, Fil- 
more, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, William Graham, 








Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Talstead Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Rebert M. T. iivn. 
ter, Jenifer, Hearty Jolinson, William Cost Johneon, Legare 
Lincoln, Andrew Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, Sampson Mason, 
Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menifee, Mercer, Milligan, 
Matthias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Neve, Ogle, Potter 
son, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Poise, Rariden, R 


dolph, Reed, Rheu, Riduway, Rives, Rumsey, Ru S34 r, 
Sergeant, Augustine Hl. Shepperd, Charles She; ‘ 
Slade, Snyder, Southgate, S:anley, Stratton, Taliaferre. The 


son, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, John Whue, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Lewis Willisms, Sherrod Wil iama, Chr opher 
H. Williams, Wise, aud Yorke—109 

NAYS—Mesesrs. Anderson, Andrewe, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsail, Boon, Bouldin, Brodnead, Bre a 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Cambreleng, Timothy Carter, Ca Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark. Cleveland, ¢ : 
Connor, Creig, Cusiiman. Davee, DeGraffl Dromyzoo'e, Danes 
Rdwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster. Fry, Gallup, James 
Garland, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Groot, Gray, Haley, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Wawkins, Haynes, Ho'sey, Ho 
Hopkins, Howard, Nubiey, William I"; Hunter, Ineham, Thos, 
B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johns. Nevhanie! Jones 
John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, RK! ngenemith. Leadhe er, 
Log: Arphaxed Loomis, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay. 
Robert MeCleilan, Abraham McClellan. McClure, McKim. Mit 


ler, Montgomery, Morgan, Somuel W. Morris, Muhlenbe; 


Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer. Parker, Parmenter. Payn er, 
Pennyhacker, Petriken, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pra't. Pren. 
tics, Reiley, Rencher, Robertson, Sheffer, Shipler, mich, Spon 
cer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towne Turney, 


Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T 
Whittlesey, Jared WW. Williams, and Worthington—IL1. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the reso- 
lution— 

Mr. PICKENS submitted an amendment to 
come in as an additional clause to the resolution, to 
the effect that “ the contracts for printing be given 
out by the Clerk to the lowest bidder, subject to the 
regulations now imposed by !aw.” 

Mr. Pickens said he had voted against laying 
this resolution on the table, so that the question in- 
volved in the matter might be brought to the notice 
of the House. Every gentleman who‘had occupied 
a seat in this House for any length of time, must 
have witnessed the great evils arising from connec- 
ting editors of political newspapers with the prin ¢ 
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ing of Congress. He called upon the House now 
to sustain him in his effort to separate the printing 
of the House from editors of newspapers, whose 
business alone was to defame and slander high 
rainded and honorable men. He had no idea of 
continuing patronage to a set of men who had 
raised one of the most odious despotisms ever held 
over a free people. A gentleman from Virginia 
had a few years ago submitted a scheme for sepa- 
rating the panting of Congress from the newspa- 
per press,and he hoped gentlemen would now see 
the necessity of adopting this project. He had no 
idea of patronizing editors, who were aided by 
Executive bounty, and grew rich from the plunder of 
the people. [twas time for the House to take this 
matier into consideration, and separate itself as 
much as possible from the partisan press of the 


day. It was proposed to limit the operation of 
this resolution to the third Monday in September; 
but he desired himself to free the House entirely 
from the excitement, consequent upon the election 
of « public printer. He had no idea that this 
Ho..-e sould be engaged for days in a miserable 
scraiuble for the election of a man or set of men 
to do the printing of the House, merely because 


they were editors of political papers. The matter 
of election of printer had grown to be a matter of 
as much importance as the election of a Speaker of 
the House, and would continue to create an im- 
proper exciilement, so long xs the printing was con- 
nected with the political press of the country. 
lie desued a free and ample discussion of the 
matier, and he hoped the amendment he had sub- 
mitted might be adopted. 

Mr. BRONSON said that the same reasons which 
induced him to offer the original resolution, would 
induce him to vote against the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina; and he briefly gave 


his reasons. He said it had appeared perfectly 
evident to him, from the result of the ballots of 
yesterday, thet nu che ofa public printer would 
be made | rhsequesit balléts; atid it appeared 
equally evident to him that the people of this coun- 
try would not look with favor or approbation upon 


the House spending day after day in balloting for 
aprinier. ‘They had been called together for much 
more momentous and important considerations. 
They were called together on an occasion, the like 
of which was never before seen, and the eyes cf 
the whole nation were directed w their delibera- 


tions, Under these circumstances, it struck him 
that it did not become them to spend two or three 
days, or perhaps a much longer space, in choosing 
me Sh, 45,1 ‘ other person, to do the public 
printing; and with a view, therefore, that the House 
might at once proceed to deliberate and dispose of 
the creat considerations for which they had been 
called together, he had offere! that resolution. The 
same reasons, therefore, that induced him to offer 
jt, would induce him to vote against the amend- 


ment, for he plainly perceived that if the latter 
should be entertained, they would spend probabiy 
much more time in discussing itethan even under 
the balloting of yesterday. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to amend 
the amendment, by adding the words “and to a 
prinier who is not the editor of a newspaper.”’ 


Mr. McKAY called the attention of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina to the terms of 
the joint resolution of 1819, regulating the 
manner in which the printing for Congress 
shali be done. In regard to the question of 


separating the public printing from the newspaper 
press, Mr. McK. was ready and willing to concur 
that it should be done, either by the establishment 
of a private press belonging to the Government, by 


contracts, or by any other plan that would be prac- 
ticable. He, however, was not disposed to enter 
into a discussion of that subject at present, and had 


only risen for the purpose first stated. He would, 
therefore, sugeest to the gentleman from South 
Carolina, that while that joint resolution was in 
force, it would not be in order to adept the 
provision embraced in that amendment. ‘That 
law prescribed the manner in which the print- 
ing should be done, and the price to be paid for 
it, and he held it was not competent in them, 
during its existence, to let out the work by contract; 
that law limited the price, and it might turn out 
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that the lowest bid would exceed it, which the 
Clerk being bonnd to accept, would be a violation 
of the Jaw, and the House be paying higher prices 
for its printing than it was authorized to do by 
joint resolution and the law of the land now in 
force. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired if there was not a pro- 
viso in the joint resolution, ‘‘until otherwise or- 
dered?” 

Mr. McKAY read from it the words “when 
otherwise specially ordered.” 

Mr. PICKENS. Then under that provision 
my amendment is clearly in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR hoped the original resolution 
would be adopted; for it was of the first im- 
portance that the House should be progress- 
ing with the business that had called them 
together, which was its obvious design. With 
reference to changing the mode of employing a print- 
er, he believed that no other. printers were at pre- 
sent prepared to execute the work, than the editors 
of the papers in the city; and, moreover, if let to 
the lowest bidder, some irresponsible man might get 
the job, who would put in too low a bid, and either dis- 
appoint them altogether, by not executing the work 
at all, or by doing it in a manner that would be dis- 
approved of; in either case the public interest 
would suffer. He also held the existing law to be 
binding, and in full force, until it was repealed by 
the concurrence of a joint vote of the two Houses. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky said, at the re- 
quest of several of his friends, he would withdraw 
his amendment. 

Mr. PICKENS then modified his amendment so 
as to provide “that the contracts should not ex- 
ceed the prices now stipulated by the joint resolu- 
tion of 1819, and that this arrangement be extend- 
ed to the first Monday in December next.” 

Mr. COLES proposed to amend the amendment 
by striking out all after the word “and,” and in- 
serta provision for the appointment of a select 
committee to inquire into the expediency of separat- 
ing the emoluments of pubiic printer from the 
newspaper press of the country: lost. 

After some remarks from Messrs. McKEN- 
NAN, WISE, and UNDERWO9OD, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to insert, in lieu of 
the definite period assigned in the amendment, the 
following: “continued until the farther order of 
the House of Representatives.” Mr. R. explained 
why he voted against laying the original resolution 
on the table. His reasons were two-fold: first, be- 
cause he found they were ergaged in a struggle for 

an election, not of a printer, but of a politician, or 
partizan editor; an election which might con- 
sume a great deal of the time of the House, with- 
ont the slightest benefit to the country; and second, 
because he hoped the effect of that resolution, if 
adopted, would be for ever to put an end to this 
biennial struggle for the election of a partisan 
printer. 


Mr. BRIGGS was opposed both to the resolution 
and the amendment, because it appeared to him to 
be an evasion, if not a direct violation, of a statute 
now existing. He then read the statute directing 
the manner in which a printer was to be elected, 
and contended that it was not competent for the 
House, without the concurrence of the Senate, to 
give out the printing in any other manner than 
that laid down in the statute referred to. The 
joint resolution of 1819 provides that each House 
shall proceed to elect, by ballot, within thirty days 
of the adjournment of Congress, a printer for the 
next Congress. He appealed to gentlemen to say 
whether this statute was not binding upon them 
until it was rescinded by the joint action of the two 
Houses? Taking this view of the question, he 
could see no other mode of proceeding than to 
reject the resolution and amendment, and proceed 
to the election of a printer by ballot, 


Mr. GLASCOCK was not disposed, at this stage 
of the question, to excite the passions of the House 
by a reference to any political or partisan question 
which might hereafter arise. We had come here 
for the purpose of proceeding with the business 
which we were called together to act upon, as 
speedily as possible, and he was not disposed now 
to continue any course which would procrastinate 
vur action on this important business, As to the 


































cause of the existing evils he was not j 


make a question. It was sufficient for hj lly de 
that the country was involved in diticatty a 
was in favor of the speedy action of Congress me fective 
the subject, in order to provide a remedy fo n wens 
evil. The object of the gentleman from New ro use pape ; 
in submitting the resolution, he had no doyby ce _ 
to dispose of the question of the election of », perein 

as speedily as possible, with a view to facilitate a 
business of the House; and it appeared to him : = + 
this ought to be the desire of every gentleman here je 1 


It seemed to him that the resolution 


fied by the gentleman from South’ one ar. © 
(Mr. Pickens) ought to meet the concurrence 4} the a r 
every gentleman on the floor of the House. Th, sid oe 
resolution held out an inducement to every edie - li , 
or printer in the community to submit Proposal, - ab 
and the contract must be made with the person a a t 

is the lowest bidder. He did not look > agai 0" 


Upon this 
Politica} 


eflect 
the reso 
week OF 
printed, 
agreed t 


resolution as introduced to effect any 
object; and he hoped it would receive the Sanction 
of the House. He looked forward to dificult 
which may arise in our deliberations, but he ho 4 
that we might go on and organize speedily, so t} 











we might, if possible, unite in accomplishing ty a 
great objects for which we were assembled. fy; 1 the 
cared not who was elected printer. He, to jy es and 
sure, had his friends, as he doubted not every may - of t 
in that House had; but when we saw so many con. oe the 
flicting interests, we onght to compromise. The Ne ‘oin 
plan proposed by the resolution, as modified by the IE: fa 
gentleman from South Carolina, he considered the Par ( 
best compromise which could be made, and be Mays; \ 
hoped it would be adopted, so that we might pio» Mr. 
ceed with the other important business for which the pro 





we were assembled to consider. 

Mr. PICKENS called for the reading of the 
statute alluded to by the gentleman from Mas 
chusetts, (Mr. Briggs,) which being read by the 
Clerk, Mr. P. stated that his object was merely io 
show, that because the House had not compliei 
with the terms of the statute, it was null, and of 
no effect. ‘The House had neglected to perform 
its duty in not electing a printer at the last session, 
thereby considering the statute a mere dead letter, 
The reselution of the gentleman from New York, 
now proposed to authorize the Clerk to appointa 
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printer to fill the office left vacant by the negligence Wh 

of the House. That being the case, and the rew- Nec 

lution being before the House, he considered his For 

amendment as being strictly in order. The argu- 

ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts le 

considered as applying equally to the resolution of = 
e 





the gentleman from New York, with the amend 
ment submitted by himself. He contended, how 
ever, that both the resolution and amendment wer 
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strictly in order, and he hoped they would be Nec 

adopted. For 
Mr. HOFFMAN of New York alluded to the 

distress which had existed, and was now exisiing, Bla 





in the city of New York, and asserted thatthe pres 
which had received special favor from the Execu- 
tive had used its efforts to increase that distress; 











and when they had petitioned the Executive for . 
relief, in the midst of their distresses, their petitions Ne 
had been spurned by the official organ of the Go- Fo 
vernment. The power which they received from 

the Executive was made use of as an engine 10 

strike down the interests of a large class of our cit Ble 
zens. He deprecated the course pursued by the Th 
party press of the country, but he could not see Bibwas y 






that we could adopt the resolution now before the 
House, because in his opinion it went to abrogate 
an existing statute of the land. He contended that 
it was not competent for the House to set aside’ 
joint resolution of the two Houses; and that the 
only means of effecting the object desired by {he 
gentleman whe introduced the resolution, would ® 
the passage of a law changing the mode of appoi0 
ing a public printer. 

The question was then taken on the amendmetl 
submitted by Mr. Robertson, and decided in the 
negauve withcut a division. 

The question then recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Pickens. 


Mr. RENCHER called for the yeas and nays @ 
this amendment, which were ordered. 


Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, contended ti 
he laws in relation to the prices for printing ¥# 
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ally defective. The law was specific in relation 
the setting of types to besare, but it was entirely 
fective in relation to the paper to be made use of, 
uence of whick the public printer might 
i paper which would not be fit for the work. He 
a moved to amend the amendment, by inserting 
, rein the words“ that the quality of the paper be 
ns prescribed in the contract.” 
The question was then taken on the amendment 
; Mr. PICKENS, and decided in the affirmative 
veas 112, nays 109. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the reading of 
the resolution as amended, which being read, he 
gid there appeared to be some inconsistency about 
, Itappeared tohim to be important that the 
wblic documents already ordered to be printed, 
hould be printed and laid upon our tables, and he 
4id not perceive that the resolution was calculated 
effect that object speedily. It seemed to him if 
the resolution was adopted, that it would be a 
week or ten days before a single document could be 
printed, and he therefore hoped it might not be 
agreed to. : 

Mr. WISE moved the following amendment: 

Strike out all after the word “resolved” and in- 
sert the following: “ ‘That the Clerk of the House 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ the Edi- 
iors of the Intelligencer and the Madisonian to exe- 
cule the printing of this House, upon the terms of 
the joint resolution of 1819, until the first Monday 
jn December next.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and 
pays; which were ordered. 

Mr. MCKENNAN moved to lay the whole of 
the propositions on the table. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and 
pays on this motion, but they were not ordered, and 
the vote was taken by tellers—ayes 117, nays not 
counted 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The House then resumed the ballot for the 
choice of a printer to the House for the 25th Con- 
press, commencing with the 6th ballot, (five having 
been given in yesterday,) and the result was as 
ollows: 


Whole number of votes - - 230 
Necessary to a choice - - - 116 
For Blairand Rives’ - ~ - 107 
Gales and Seaton - - - 93 
Thomas Allen - - - 27 
Blanks - - - ~ - 3 
There being no choice, the House balloted again, 
when the result was announced as follows: 
Whole number of votes - - 228 
Necessary to a choice - - - 115 
For Blairand Rives - - - 101 
Gales and Seaton - - - 81 
Thomas Allen - - - 42 


Blanks - - - . « 4 
There being still no choice, another ballot was 
fone into, the result of which was as follows: 


Whole number of votes - - 227 
Necessary to a choice - - - 114 
For Blair and Rives - - - 101 
Gales and Seaton - - - 68 
Thomas Allen - - - 53 
Blanks - e ° - - 5 


The result of this ballot showing that no choice 


was yet made, the House was proceeding to a ninth 
ballot, when— 


Mr. SLADE moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked for the yeas and nays, 
but they were not ordered, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to without a count. 

; Mr. TAYLOR submitted the following resoln- 
on: 

Resolved, That the printer of the House of Re- 
Presentatives for the last Congress, be authorized 
‘o print for this House till a public printer shall be 
duly elected. 

Mr. PATTON moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; upon which 

Mr. TAYLOR asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 123, nays 100. 

So the resclution was laid on the table. 

Mr. BOON sent to the table a resolution to be 
ubmitted to the House; when 


. 
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Mr. TALIAFERRO raised the point whether it 
was in order to move a resolution while the House 
was engaged on another subject. 

The CHAIR ruled otherwise, on the ground that 
the House being in the execution of its order of 
yesterday, viz: the election of a printer, ergo all re- 
solutions or motions on that subject were in order. 
The one about to be submitted, was on the mode of 
electing the printer, and the House not having pre- 
scribed any particular mode, it was in order to 
make a motion to that effect at any stage of 
the proceedings. The Chair was decisive on the 
point, though he would, if it was desired, take the 
sense of the House upon it. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO said he would not press the 
point. 

Mr. BOON’S resolution was then read as follows: 

Resolved, That in the election of a printer to the 
House of Representatives for the first session of 
the 25th Congress the vote of the members shall be 
given viva voce. 

Mr. B. asked for the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of the resolution, which were ordered. 

Mr. PATTON wished the principle of voting for 
officers of the House to be in all cases viva voce, 
and was understood to be preparing an amendment 
to that effect, when, 

Mr. EVERETT moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. BOON asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 88, nays 132, as 
follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ayckrigg, Alexander, Heiman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Bell, Biddie, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, 
William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, 
John Campbell, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlmgtor, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Elmore, 
Evans, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Filmore, Rice Garland, 
Goode, Grennell, Hail, Mals:ead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Hoffman, Rovert M. T. Hunter, Henry Johnson, W. C, 
Johnson, Legare, Lincoln, Andrew Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, 
Samson Mason, Maxwel!, McKennau, Menifee, Mercer, Milli- 
gan, Morgan, Matthias Morris, Calvary Moxris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Patterson, Pearce, Phillips, Pepe, Potts, Randolph, Reed, Ren- 
cher, Rhett, Ridgeway, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Smith, south- 
gate, Stanley, Stratton, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Under- 
wood, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wii- 
liams, Wise, and Yorke—88. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Timothy Carter, Wm. B. Car- 
ter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cushman, Dawson, Dayee, De- 
Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Duna, Edwards, Farrington, Fair- 
ficld, Foster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Gholson, Glascock, 
James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gray, 
Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Herod, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. 
Hunter, ligham, Taomas B. Jackson, Javez Jackson, Jenifer, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John VF. Jones, Kenible, Kil- 
gore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, 
James Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClel- 
lan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Mentgo- 
mery, Moore, Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Ogle, 
Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patton, Paynter, Peuny- 
backer, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Prentiss, Rariden, 
Reily, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, Sawyer, Sheffer, Shupler, 
Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taliaferre, Taylor, Thomas, ‘Titus, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, Jotm White, Thomas T’. Whittlesey, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, Jared W. Williams, and Worthington—132. 


Mr. PATTON then sent the amendments he pro- 
posed to submit to the Chair, providing that the 
election of all other officers, as well as the public 
rinter, should be viva voce. 

The CHAIR remarked that the amendment was 
noi strictly in order, because it related to a subject 
not embraced in the order of the House of yester- 
day; which read— 

** Resolved, That this House do now proceed to 
the choice of a printer to the House for the 25th 
Congress,” and had no reference to any other ap- 
pointment than that of printer. 

Mr. PATTON called the attention of the Chair 
to the fact, that the resolution of the gentleman 
from Indiana was itself inconsistent with the terms 
of the order of yesterday, for the latter provided for 
the choice of a printer to the whole “ 25th Con- 
gress,” but the former for only the “ first session” 
of that Congress. 

Mr. GHOLSON was in the act of moving to 
strike out the words “‘for the first session;” when 
Mr. BOON himself modified his resolution by 
striking out the words referred to. 

The CHAIR then entertained the amendment of 
Mr. Parton, which, afier some remarks from the 
honorable mover, and Messrs. BOULDIN, DAW- 
SON, and BOON, was agreed to. 
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The question recurring on the resolution as 
amended— 

Mr. BRIGGS considered the resolution entirely 
unnecessary, and expressed his unfeigned astonish- 
ment at the introduction of such a measure, after 
they had been going on with the ballot for two days. 
In adverting to the discussion on the same subject, 
two years ago, he said he had opposed it then, and 
should do so, be it introduced when or by whom it 
might. 

Mr. BOULDIN replied at some length, in favor 
of the viva voce mode of voting, and dwelt on its 
cousisteney with the mode and practice of the Old 
Dominion. 

Mr. WISE said, he should vote for the proposi- 
tion, as he had heretofore done on all occasions, 
when it had been introduced. He, however, cau- 
tioned gentlemen voting for Thomas Allen, to be 
on their guard, for that they would be marked and 
doomed to executive vengeance, the partisan press 
taking the lead, and giving the cue. For this rea- 
son he cendemied the introduction of the resolu- 
tion, though, being in favor of its object, he should 
vote for it. 

Mr. GHOLSON said that he himself, like the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) who iast ad- 
dressed the Chair, was in favor of the viva voce 
mode of voting, not only in that body, but in all 
others—not ouly for public printer, but for every 
other appointment by the agents of the people. Be- 
ing in favor of it, also, like the gentleman, he was 
indisposed to screen himself from this resolution, of 
to skulk from the responsibility of the open vote 
proposed by it, for he had never given a vote which 
he feared to have exposed to his constituents and 
to the world. 

Sir, continued Mr. G. we are here told—we the 
representative citizens of a free people, we. the 
American Congress of the United 5S! 
ly told—that this Hous: 


les, are gravee 
snot free, and that we dare 
not carry out ourown principles! ‘Phat we, the 1 
presentatives of a free peofile, are not independent, 
and dare not express our own will! 


It may be that 
gentlemen have come here with such feelings, but for 
myelf, sir, l unhesitatingly and unqualifedly deny the 
charge. I came here, sir, the representative of the 
freemen of Mississippi, and stand prepared to carry 
out their will fearlessly, boldly, and independently; 
and such I honestly believe to be the situation and the 
determination of every democrat in this House. 
There may be individuals here, there may be poli- 
ticians here, acting on principles at variance with 
those they entertained when thcy first entered 
hall, and who no longer possess that spirit of inde- 
pendence, and that adherence to principle, which 
should characterise the representatives of a free 
people. We are told that this resolution is to affect 
that party voting for the individual as public 
printer who has the smallest number of votes, 
(Thomas Allen,) and the gentleman from Virginia 
inquires of my friend from Indiana (Mr. Boon) 
whether any illegal combination, any extraordinary 
combining of the two political parties has been dis- 
covered, rendering it necessary to be exposed to the 
American people. Let me ask, sir, does that gen- 
tleman, for himself and his friends, dread exposure 
to his constituents by the votes they have hefe 


this 


given? If not, why. the inquiry? [ will tell 
the gentleman that, from what I know of 
some of those who have voted for that can- 


didate, they do not dread the responsibility of 
voting viva voce. Why then this attempt to terrify 
them? Why tell them their doom is sealed? 
Whence the necessity of all this?’ Sir, I have re- 
gretied to see the spirit of the speeches we have 
heard delivered to-day by the two gentlemen from 
Virginia and South Carolina, (Mr. Wise and Mr. 
Pickens,) for they were too much characterised by 
the party spirit of the day, [had hoped that, on such 
an cccasion as this, we should have met in a spirit 
of harmony and compromise, especially after the 
declaration of the gentleman from Virginia hin- 
self, that this was to be termed “the distress session.” 
Sir, Ihave the honor to be sent here by a people 
whose patriotism extends further than their pockets; 
and though we have suffered embarrassments as 
severe and as heavy as those that have alffircied any 
other portion of this Union, they are sid prepared 
to suffer much more for the good of the country. 


. 
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We, sir, of Mississippi, do not rely alone upon— 
nay, we do not expect—the aid of this nor any other 
legislative body. ‘Though the message of the 
President has been already denounced, and charac- 
terised as a loco foco document, I will say that if 
that doctrine prevailed more generally than it does, 
the influence of bank rags .would be lessened, the 
community less afflicted, and more political honesty 
found among us than I fear is now the case. 

The gentleman from Virginia tells us, that it was 
his province to investigate into the abuses of this 
Government, and that one of the great evils was, 
that we had a partisan press engaged in executing 
Ue public printing, and that hence that press was 
bought up by the Government. A strange conclu- 
siou this, sir! Let me ask the gentleman if, in the 
course of his inquiries about the corruption of the 
press, he discovered any thing about the payment 
of a certain $52,000, by a great moneyed corpora- 
lion, to buy up acertain press? ‘hat corporation 
had been put down, I hope effectually and for ever, 
mainly torough the exertions of the partisan press 


alluded to by the genUeman, (the Globe.) I won-. 


der, sir, if the gentleman’s labors discovered any 
trace of $52,000, or any other sum, paid by the 
late executive and his administration, or by the 
present, If the American press has become cor- 
riipted, the cause of it may be found in the transac- 
tion I have referred to. 

Mr. Speaker, why then is it necessary for us to 
skringe, or io crouch, or to pretend to do either, be- 
fore I-xeculive 


fluence? Do we dread that influ- 
ence? Have we any cause to do so? Are we not 
rosponsiLle to our constituents, and to them alone? 
and if we fear toshow our votes, is it not because 
we rather dread the responsibility we should be 
under to them, and the account they might call us 
to? Why, sir, the gentleman from Virginia is the 
very last man who would be brought to say he 
dreaded Executive intluence, and yet he cautions 
those who are called conservatives to be on their 
guard, for that they will be marked! Why, sir, 
tloes the gentleman suppose that there are any here 
possessed of so little independence as to dread the 
influence of the Executive? Does he pretend to 
say that it has come to this, that the members of 
this body, who do not go in accordance with the 
will of the President, are to be hunted down? Does 
he think the President is not otherwise employed, 
than in hunting down, or striving to hunt down, 
those who may differ with him?) Have we come 
here to legislate for the President, or to make a suc- 
cessor to him?) ‘Lhat war | thought, sir, had been 
over, the people having perfurmed that duty, fortu- 
nately, without our intervention. It really does 
appear to me, therefore, Mr. Speaker, that, if we 
commence this way, the sooner we leave here, and 
return to our consituents the authority by which 
we came here, the more credit we shall be entitled 
to, and the more honor we shall merit. 

I reiterate the hope, sir, that this resolution will 
be adopted, so that we may be enabled to give an 
assurance t) the American people, that we are 
willing to tale the responsibility of voting for whom 
we please, and especiaily that we have no dread of 
being hunted down by exccutive influence. I wish 
also to show the American people upon whom this 
delay is accountable. I wish my constituents to 
be sausfied that upon me rests not the responsibi- 
lity of this delay of the public time. What a pic- 
ture does this proceeding present! We were con- 
vened upon au extraordinary emergency, and here 
have we been for two days engaged in what is 
called the pitiful election of a public printer. First 
we have been told that a partisan editor, or the prin- 
ters ef a political paper, ought not to be voted for; and 
yet the very gentiemen who say so are themselves 
engaged in voting for one of that character, though 
of their own political sentiments. Then gentle- 
men are cautioned not to show how they vote for 
fear of being hunted down by Executive influence, 
and every thing is urged calculated to keep up this 
delay. I do think, however, that the circumstances 
under which we now are, the number of ineffectual 
ballotings we have already had, and the conse- 
quent delay that has been already produced, ren- 
der it incumbent upon us, and we owe it to our 
constituents, to our honor, and our sense of justice, 
that we should assume the responsibility of show- 
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ing to the world who are the causes of keeping up 
this delay. ‘To do this requires the passage of this 
resolution; and again, sir, do I entreat the House 
to adopt it. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. FOS- 
TER, UNDERWOOD, and POPE— 

The . question recurring on the resolution as 
amended, the House was further addressed on the 
subject by Messrs. BRIGGS, BOULDIN, WISE, 
GHOLSON, FOSTER, UNDERWOOD, and 
POPE; when, after some remarks, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the resolution until to-mor- 
row, giving notice of hisintention to submit a re- 
solution which should have the effect of putting an 
end to this continual struggle. Mr. R. read to the 
House the resolution, which was to sever the con- 
nection of the public printing with the political 
press. 

On motion of Mr. GLASCOCK, 

The House adjourned at 6 o’clock, p. m. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, September 7. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. HUB- 
BARD, proposing to amend the thirtysthird rule of 
the Senate, by the insertion of the words “ Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office,” was, on his 
motion, taken up. 

Mr. GRUNDY stated that the reasons which 
had influenced the mover of the amendment were 
to provide for the appointment of a committee to 
have especial charge of every thing relating to pa- 
tents and the patent office; for neither branch of 
Congress had ever appointed a committee solely 
for that purpose. In the Senate, every thing con- 
nected with the subject had heretofore been referred 
to the Cominittee on the Judiciary. That commit- 
tee, however, being almost always engaged with 
subjects of its own of importance, had frequently 
found it impossible to pay tha! attention to others 
which they deserved, and hence the necessity of 
creating a committee to take especial charge of all 
matters in relation to patents and the patent office. 
He hoped that the amendment would be adopted. 


The question was then taken on the adoption — 


of the resolution, and it was agreed to. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States through Major Van Buren, his pri- 
vate Secretary; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
certain delegates of a meeting held at Erie, praying 
for an appropriation to construct a Macadamized 
turnpike road from the Cumberland road to Lake 
Erie. 

Mr. B. observed thathe did not believe that it 
was the intention of Congress, at this time, to go 
into the general transaction of busines. Should 
it be their disposition to do so, which he trusted 
might not be the case, he would ask to have the 
memorial referred to ati appropriate committee. 
However, as he had received the memorial, it was 
his duty to present it. He then moved that it be 
laid on the table and printed, which was agreed to. 

Mr. BUCHANAN also presented a petition from 
Joseph Morrison, President of the Alleghany Col- 
lege, Meadville, praying for a township of land for 
that institution; which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Mississippi, requesting their Sena- 
tors and instructing their Representatives in Con- 
gress to advocate the construction of an additional 
mail route from certain points designated in the 
said memorial. Also, a communication from the 
Governor of Mississippi, enclosing certain resolu- 
tions of the Legislature in relation to those passed 
by the Legislature of Maryland, in reference to the 
franking privilege: laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of his motion of 
yesterday, moved that the Senate proceed to ap- 
point their standing committees,;which was agreed to. 

At the suggestion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate 
first proceeded to elect the chairman, when four 
had been elected. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. CLAY, unani- 
mously agreed that the committees should be ap- 
pointed by the Vice President. 


On motion of Mr. Wright; 3,000 extra copie, 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury w : 
ordered to be printed. ” 

On motion of Mr. KING of Alabama, the g, 
nate went into the consideration of Executive busi. 
ness; and after a short time spent therein, ¥ 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 
Tuurspay, September 7, 1837, 

The House resumed the consideration of the 1. 
solution, submitted yesterday by Mr. BOON, whic, 
was, as modified by himself, in these words; 

R-solved, That in the election of a printer to the 
House of Representatives for the 25th Cong 
the vote of the members shall be given viva go¢ » 
the amendment of Mr. PATTON extending the 
principle of voting viva voce, to all other offices 
appointed by the House, having been adopted: 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to strike out all after 
he word “ resolved,” an‘ insert the following: 

1. Resolved, That the public printing ought to be 
separated, as far as practicable, from the political 
press. 

2. Resolved, That to afford time to digest a plan 
having that object in view, the Clerk, until further 
order, contract for all printing ordered by this 
House, upon the terms and in the manner prescrip. 
ed by the joint resolution of the 3d March, 1819, 
distributing the same among the proprietors of the 
several printing offices, not exceeding four, in the 
city of Washington, who will execute it on those 
terms, providing they will undertake to execute jt 
equally, or in such proportions as they will con- 
tract to execute it. 

Mr. Ropertson said the question involved in 
the resolution, was one of deep interest, but he 
did not consider this the time to go into a discus 
sion of the matter; we have other and important 
matters to take into consideration, and he hoped the 
tinre of the House would not now be consumed in 

a discussion of a matter of this kind. He had ia 
troduced the proposition to get rid of the difficulty 
in which we have found ourselves involved. 
This contest for printing appeared to be a con- 
test for political power, and from the manner in 
which political parties were now divided, it must 
be evident that unless one party or the other yields, 
there can be no union and no election can take 
place. The object of his proposition was to avoid 
the difficulty, for it was not to be expected that 
either party would yield the ground they had taken. 
He could not see that any gentleman could object 
to this proposition, and he submitted it to the House, 
hoping it might be adopted; because he apprehend- 
ed that if the House did not adopt. some such pro- 
position as the one submitted by himself, a great 
portion of our session would be spent in determin- 
ing the question as to who was to be ~ elected public 
printer. We have other and higher duties to per- 
form here, than te contend for the choice of a 
printer of the House, and he therefore hoped that \ 
his amendment might be speedily adopted. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, asked the indul- 
gence of the Hcuse for a moment or two upon 
the subject of this resolution, growing out of the 
peculiar position he then occupied. 7 

With regard to the abstract proposition of his 
honorable colleague, (Mr. Robertson,) he re 
garded it as a sound one, yet he believed 
it, at present at least, impracticable in execution. 
He thought the public printing should be, if pracu- 
cable, separated from the public press, but yet the 
public press were the political engines of the coun 
try, and the Government itself was a Government 
of polities; and it would be as impossible to make 
the separation as it would be to separate any thing 
else of the most ebdurate and difficult character. 
He should therefore vote against it. 

In relation to the proposition to distribute the 
printing, he was utterly opposed to it. ‘The House 
had one of two duties to perform. It must either 
designate the public printer, or select an agent ior 
the performance of that duty. If it selected aa 
agent, it must select one who could have the print 
ing done with neatness, care, and despateh, and ia 
whom they could confide. 

In relation to another point, growing out of the 
resolutions of yesterday, he wished to say a few 
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ds. He was one of that humble few, of that 
vie twenty-two, who had voted for a particular 
Pr ividual (Thomas Allen) for printer. His deter- 
mination to support that individual had been 
formed, not on account of private hostility to the 
iste public printer, nor on account of any arrange- 
vent, management, or intrigue, with the friends of 
guner of the other competitors for the office, for he 
had had none; but it had grown out of the fact 
that he stood pledged to his constituents to support 
, set of opinions which the editors of the Globe 
sand pledged to war against. Hence it was that, 
ghile the friends of Gales and Seaton, and the 
fiends of the editors of the Globe, were all advo- 
cuing their claims, it was but an humble privilege 
whic he had exercised in supporting the claims of 
Thomas Allen, with whom he agreed in opinion. 
When Mr. G. had been approached on this sub- 
- he had been distinct in the annunciation to 
=i who approached him, that he should not vote 
for Gales and Seaton, because he differed from 
hom materially, and more materially than he did | 





fom Blau* and Rives. If, however, he was 

* for a wolf in sheep's clothing, he should 
deeply regret it; but till he found it out, neither 
wrath nor indignation should ever drive him from 


his position. 


Mr. G. said that one of his honorable colleagues 
(Mr. Wise) hal made a remark yesterday which 
had drawn him out on this occasion. The party | 
jy which Mr. G belonged had been called conser- 
yatives, and he admitted he belonged to that party. 
He agrecd also in the general tenor of the remarks 
of his eo'leagae; but he understood him to say that 
they (the conservatives) were marked, and were | 


itaside, as the “ fatted calf,” for execution. Mr. | 
G. hoped the information of his colleague was in- 
correct, but yet he had no terror pressing upon him | 
that any kind of proscription would follow him, so | 
long as he merited the approbation of his constitu- 
ents in the position he had taken, having in his own | 
breast a sense of rectitude. 

Mr. WISE made a brief explanation. 

Mr. GARLAND said he understood his colleague 
thenasnow. Mr. G. continued: He had sought | 
no controversy with any one; but if it came, it came 
from others, and not from himself. Mr. G. then 
referred to the history of one of the Roraan consuls, 
vho had put his son to death for disobedience of | 
oners, as applicable to the case in point, and added | 
iat if he was to be executed, even the knowledge | 
o’such a determination should not drive him from 

opinions he had entertained heretofore. Them | 
be wonld never desert, for he had honestly and con- | 
scientiously eatertained them; and nothing under 
the heavens shou!d ever induce him to desert them: 
His motto should be “ My country first, and then 
with the party with which I can honestly and con- 
scieatiously go.” Upon this principle he had stood 
and voted for Speaker, and was then standing in 
voting for public printer; and come what would, 
le should ever stand upon that position. 

Mr. CLARKE said he had no hesitation in 

voling for the proposition to take the vote viva voce, 
for he had no desire to disguise from the House, or 
from his constituents, that he had all along voted 
‘ur Thomas Allen in preference to Blair and Rives. 
batas this discussion would probably be prolonged, 
he thought it better to take some other opportunit 
of considering it; and he therefore moved to lay 
tie whele subject on the table. 
_ Mr. ROBERTSON asked for the yeas and nays, 
out the House refused to order them, and the mo- 
7 'o lay on the table was agreed to without a 
vision, 


Mr. GRAVES then offered the following resolu- 
uon : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be di- 
recled to contract with Thomas Allen to do the 
punting of this House until a printer is elected, 
provided that the contract can be made upon terms 
a favorable to the Government as those upon 
Which similar services were performed during the 
iast Congress. 

Mr. GRAVES said he proposed to submit 
buta remark or two as to the reason which had 
‘uduced him to submit this resolation. 

e have employed the greater portion of two 
ays in a fruitless attempt to elect a printer. We 
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have balloted eight times unsuccessfully, and with- 
out any certain prospect of procuringa majority of 
all the members present to unite on any one of the 
three candidates for whom we have been thus far 
balloting, as long as all continue to. be voted for. 
Now, inasmuch as the sense of the Honsehas been 
taken upon the resolution of a gentleman from 


stage of our proceedings in a fraitless effort to elect 
a public printer. 
Mr. BRIGGS rose to a point of order. He had 
|} understood the Chair on yesterday to decide a reso+ 
lution similar to the one now before the House out 
of order; because it was on a different subject from 


: : : a . the one immediately before the House. If so, the 
New York, (Mr. Taylor,) that the editors of the || resolution of the gentleman could not be in order. 
Globe should be employed by the House to do the | The CHAIR stated that th biseieom ‘eetaed 

. . . . . 2 fs str * re 1 *cicte 
printing poe ps oe could - made, and asa | io ho at ‘of Ts Gallorday. ‘lid "ho pre- 
majority co ot rocured i ‘av tr I= ayy | 

a ee a peeteerd te favor a that | pose to suspend the balloting which was then 
resulution, although Mr. Allen is not my first | titi) .a . ae et 

. ‘ . ° O ot or > ore he Tre nt °S() 
chology ea T:think:'a majority can be more likely || DOO Tas sension of fuitter balloting. > 
united on him, I have offered this resolution. If it || P’OPOSe @ Suspens ee 
sheuld fail, one can then be offered in favor of the | Mr. HOWARD proceeded. We had spent time 
' 
' 
| 
1 
| 





editors of the Intelligencer, so as to have expressed || enough in this fruitless effort in his opinion, and 
the sense of the House as to each of the three the pressure of the public business would not per- 
prominent candidates. mit us further to progress in this matter to the 
M. PATTON moved to lay the resolution on |} Waste of the time of the House. We have already 
the table; whereupon, ordered 20,000 copies of the message to be printed 
Mr. GHOLSON asked for the yeas and nays. for the purpose of being disseminated ameng the 
Mr. LEGARE hoped the gentleman would with- |} People, so that we might learn some expression of 


3 ° . nini , e he crbiec "he pronle ere 
draw the proposition, and was proce ( ding in his opinton from the m on tne oyyec t. Th } } I € x 
remarks; when, ‘ | pect us to send out this message to them, and it is 

Mr. PATTON rose te a question of order, that | but proper that we should gratify the public ex- 
the motion to lay on the table was not a debatable i pectation. He knew gentlemen would say that the 


One. | message would be published in the newspapers of the 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky. submitted to {| country; but that was no reason why we should 
the Chair, whether the resolution itself was in | not send out speedily the messages we had ordered 
order, since it interposed between the ballot for || be printed; besides there were ni any places 
public printer. || where newspapers were not printed which required 

The CHAIR ruled that it was in accordance |} Ourattention. We are told in the message of the Pre- 
with the decisions of yesterday. | sident that, by the first day of October, there will be 

The House then, by tellers, refused to order the | many matters of importance to claim our atiention. 
yeas and nays. E The iastalments due the States eome due by that 
Mr. GRAVES said that, perceiving that the re- | time, and, if they are to be paid, it will be neces- 
solution which he had submitted is not acceptable || Saty to provide means of paying the instalments. 
to the House, he had arisen with a view of with- || The merchants’ bonds also become due at that 
drawing it. But before he did so, he begged leave || time, and it will be necessary to have some action 
to say a word in reply to the remark of the gentle- jj ©" the subject. {i they are | ve extended further, 
man from South Carolina, (Mr. Legare,) who said |} it is time that the subject was taken into considera 
that he disclaimed any desire on the part of the || tion. The law in relation to the funds to be dis 
friends of Mr. Allan, that this resolution should be || tributed to the States must either be repealed, or 
adopted. Which is, that he did not act in refer- || the means provided of making the payments, as it 
ence tothe wishes of the friends of Mr. Allen, or || #8 out of the power of the Treasury Department to 
of any other editor, in submitting his resolution, || Meet the payments. We have now but three 
but solely with a view of subsery ine the public weeks to organize the House, appoint commiliees, 
good. {Here theSpeaker called Mr. Graves to or- || “digesta plan for meeting the emergency in which 
der, and remarked it was out of order to submit any || We have been placed, and adopt it. As this 
remarks pending a motion to lay upon the table.] | duty was to be performed, it was time we were 
Mr. Graves then said he was fully apprized that proceeding with it. it the deposite law is enforced, 
his remarks, like those of the gentleman from || We are told that the Treasuiy will be short some 
South Carolina, were not striclly inorder. Butas || Six milions of dollars. I, therefore, behooves us 
the Chair did net interposed until a question was || '© go to work instanily, with a view . meeung 
regularly made by a member, in the case of that || the case. He considered that they had no more 
gentleman, he was somewhat surprised at its re- time to lose in ballotings, and he considered that 
markable pertinacity in the case of himself, when |} bis resolution proposed a plan by which we could 
but a remark had been made. Mr. G. then with- || Proceed with our business, appoint our commit- 
drew the resolution. tees, and have something done by the tirst of Octo- 

The House then proceeded to a ninth ballot for ber. From the position in which they had been 
printer, and the result being announced, was as placed, he felt it incumbent upon himself to submit 


follows: the resolution before the House, and he hoped it 
Whole number of votes - - 228 would be adopted. 
Necessary toa choice - - - 115 Mr. PATTON said that the majority of the 
For Blair and Rives” - - - 104 Touse, not the party majority, had determined to 


Gales and Seaton - 48 
Thomas Allen - - 70 
Blanks - - - - 3 
Scattering - - - - 3 
Mr. HOWARD then submitted the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the further balloting for a prin- 
ter, under the resolution of Tuesday last, be sus- 
pended until the third Monday of September inst. 
and that temporarily, and until said third Monday 
in September, the printer to the last House of Re- 
presentatives be employed to execute the printing of 
the House upon the same terms and conditions that 
were agreed upon at the last Congress. 


Mr. RENCHER inguired if this resolution was 
in order. It appeared to him, that it was of a cha- 
racter similar to one offered on a former occasion. 


Mr. HOWARD remarked that his resolution 
Was a mere temporary expedient, whereas the reso- 
lution of yesterday might have run through the 
whole session. Mr. H. said that the reason why 
he offered the resolution was, that he considered 
that we had spent time enough in this preparatory 


proceed to the execution of the order of yesterday, 
in relation to the election of a printer by ballot. 
They had manifested this determination in a great 
variety of forms; and it was useless to endeavor to 
prevent thein from carrying out this determination- 
It had been asserted on yesterday, in a tone of me. 
nace, that it was desired to let the country see whe 
it was that was wasting the time of the House in 
this scuffle for public printer. The country will 
now see it. This motion comes from the friends of 
that candidate which the majority of the House 
have determined not to elect. Why Was it that 
these motions are pressed upon us, when itis known 
that they can have no other effect than to delay the 
business of the House? It struck him as very curi- 
ous, that the more near we conie to effecting an 
election, the more ready certain gentlemen are to 
assert that the effort wi!l be frnitiess. He tought 
he saw in the last two or three ballotings that the 
matter was likely to be brought to a speedy termi- 
nation; and he hoped gentlemen would forbear in 
their efforts to keep off anelection. He conelnded 
by moving to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. HARRISON called for the yeas and nays, 
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which were ordered, and were—yeas 116, nays 107, 
as follows: 

VEAS—-Mesere. A lanis, Ayckrigg, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Bell, Biddie, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, 
William B. Calhoun, John Cathoon, William B. Campbell, 
John Campbell, William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Clowney, 
Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, R- Fletcher, Filnore, Rice Garland, Goode, 
James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Griffia, Hatl, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Herod, Holman, Hopkins, Robert '. H. 
Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Wiliiain Cost Johnson, 
Legare, Lincoln, Andrew Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, Samson 
Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menifee, Mercer, 
Milligan, ©. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ozle, Patterson, Patton, 
Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Potta, Rariden, 
Randolph, Reed, Reacher, Khett, Ridgeway, Rives, Robertson, 
Rumery, Ruasell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H, Skepperd, 
Charies Siiepard, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stanley, 
Hiewart, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thotnpson, Tulinghast, Toland, 
Uaderwood, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Christopher Hl. Williams, Wise, and 
Yorke—116 

NAYS——Messre. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, Byium, Cambreleng, Timothy Carter, Chapman, 
Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Vushinan, Davee, DeGratl, Dromzoole, Duncan, Edwards, Far- 
rizton, Fairti fa, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, 
Glageock, Grant, Gray, Hal ‘vy, Hammond, Hamer, H irrison, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, William H. 
Hunter, Lighamn, T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. 
Jones, Johu W. Joues, Kemble, Kiingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Logan Arphaxed Loomis, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, 
Robert McCleilan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Miller, Moutgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muh- 
jenberg, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Peirikin, Phelps, Potter, Pritt, Pren- 
tins, Reily, Sheffer, Shipler, Smith, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, Wagener, 
Wi Weeks, Thomas ‘Tl, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, 
and Wor: on—107, 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri then submitted 
the following resolution: 

Reso'ved, ‘That for the purpose of putting an end 
to further ineffectual ballotings for printer to the 
HLouse, in future ballotings, the persons receiving 
the fewest number of votes upon acount shall be 
dropped, and the balloting shall be continued be- 
tween the two receiving the highest number of 
votes. 

Mr. McKAY called the attention of the House 
to the fact, that they had not proceeded in accord- 
ance with the resolution of 13819; and even if we 
had, that resolution was believed by a good num- 
ber of gentlemen to be unconstitutional, and not 
binding upon them. If, then, it was not binding 
upon them, the inquiry might arise whether Blair 
and Rives, having received a plurality of votes, 
were not elecied. In proof of this, he alluded to 
the case in the Senate in 1829, in which a resolu. 
tion was adopied declaring Duff Green printer of 
the Senate when he had received bata pluraliiy ot 
votes. "Taking this as a precedent, he would in- 
quire whether it was not in the power of the House 
to declare Blair and Rives printers to the House. 
He would not go into this subject, but merely threw 
out these suggestions for the consideration of gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr. PATTON would be glad to have a vote by 
yeas and nays on the proposition, whether Blair 
and Rives were elected printers, as he should like 
to know how the democratic republicans would 
stand on this question; but as the question could 
not now be made, he would moye to lay the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Missouri on the 
table. 

Mr. HARRISON called for the yeas and nays, 
which were not ordered, and the motion to lay on 
ihe table was agreed to. 

The House then proceeded with a tenth ballot, 
the result of which was declared to be as follows: 
Whole number of notes - - 229 
Necessary to a choice - ~« 315 
For Blair and Rives 105 

Gales and Seaton | 
Thomas Allen 65 
Scattering - a 9 
Blanks - . 2 

There still being no choice, the House proceed- 
ed to ballot forthe eleventh me, the result of which 
was announced as follows: 

Whole number of vofes 995 

Necessary to a choice - 113 

For Blair and Rives 102 

Gales and Seaton 8 
Thomas Allen lll 
Scattering - 2 


| Maine, WHITTLESEY of 
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Blanks - - - - - 2 

No choice having been yet made, the House bal- 
loted for the twelfth time, of which the issue was 
as follows: 

Whole number of vctes 225 

Necessary toachoice - 113 

For Blair and Rives 101 

Gales and Seaton 2 
Thomas Allen 113 

Scattering - - 1 

Blanks - - - - oe 1d 

Whereupon Thomas Alien was declared duly 
electe.’ printer to the House for the 25th Congress. 

On .aotion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio the 
House took up the resolution submitted on Mon- 
day last by Mr. MERCER, proposing to adopt the 
ruies and orders of the last House of Representa- 
lives, with the exception of those relating to the 
appointment and duties of the Committee on Elec- 
tions, the reference of which he moved to a select 
committee. 

The question pending, was the amendment of 
Mr. Apams to refer the whole subject, together with 
the repprt of the select committee of the last Con- 
gress thereon, to a select committee. 

Mr. ADAMS having withdrawn his amendment, 

Mr. BELL suggested the propriety of referring 
the whole subject generally to a committec, to re- 
port at some future day, either on the first Mon- 
day -in Ociober, or the first Monday of December 
next, the House acting in the mean time, under the 
old rules. 

After some remarks from Messrs. MERCER 
and PATTON, Mr. ADAMS withdrew his propo- 
siuon. 

Mr GRAHAM then submitted an amendment 


proposing to adopt the rules of the last House of 


tepresentatives for ten days, and submitting said 
rules to a special committee to revise and report 
thereon in ten days. 

After some remarks from Messrs. SMITH of 
Ohio, CAMBRE- 
LENG, BELL, and UNDERWOOD, 

Mr. MERCER modified his resolution, by re- 
ferring the subject of the rules to a special com- 
mittee, to be repoted upon in ten days, and that the 
rules of the last House of Representatives, with 
the exception of that in relation to the Committee 
of Elections, be adopted for the government of the 
House for the ensuing ten days. 

Mr. HAMER then moved to strike out al! after 
the word resolved, and insert an amendment that 
the rules and orders of the last House ef Represena- 
talives, excepting the 107th rule, be adopted for the 
government of the Honse until Friday, the 15th 
instant; and that a special committee be appointed 
to prepare and report rules for the government of 
he House. 

After some remarks from Messrs. HAMER and 
MERCER, the amendment was disagreed to— 
ayes 86, noes 89. 

Mr. HAMER then moved to amend, by striking 


| out that part in relation to the Committee of Elec- 
| tions, and insert “except the one hundred and 


seventh rule.” 

Mr. H. subsequently, at the request of Mr. CAM- 
BRELENG, modified his motion by moving to 
strike out the exception in relation to the Commit- 
tee of Elections; which motion was agreed to— 
ayes 100, noes not counted. 

After some remarks by Messrs. POPE and 
MERCER, the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 

Ordered, That the several standing committees 
be now appointed, according to the rules and or- 
ders of the House. 


Mr. BIDDLE then submitted the following reso- 
lution, which by the rule lies over one day. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
portto this House, whether a letter purporting to 
be addressed by him to the Clerk of the House, 
offering payment in specie to members of Con- 
gress, is authentic; if so, to what other claimants 
on the Treasury, a similar offer has been made, 
and what principle of discrimination, if any, has 
been adopted in the medium of payment to the 
public creditors. 

On motion, 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, September 8, 1837. 

The CHAIR announced the appointmen; 
following standing committees : 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Buchanan, ,) 
madge, King of Georgia, Clay of Kentucky and 
Rives. 1? eve 

On Finance—Messrs. Wright, Webster, Nicho. 
las, Benton, and Hubbard. : 

On Commerce—Messrs. King of Ala. p, 
Brown, Ruggles, and Norvell. 

On Manufactures—Messrs. 
Preston, Strange, and Pierce. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Smith of Conn. § 
Linn, McKean, and Black. 

On Miltary Affairs—Messrs. Benton, Presto) 
Tipton, Wall, and Allen. ‘ 

On Militia—Messrs. Wall, Swift, Clay of Aj. 
Mouton, and Smith of Indiana. 

On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Rives, Southay 
Tallmadge, Cuthbert, and Williams. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Wa!ker, Fulton, C\gy 
of Alabama, Roane, and Prentiss. ' 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Linn, Seyiey 
Bayard, Mouton, and Lyon. ; 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. White, Sevier, Tip. 
ton, Linn, and Swift. 

On €laims—Messrs. Hubbard, Tipton, Critter. 
den, Strange, and Young. 

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Grundy, Morris, King 
of Georgia, Wall, and Clayton. A 

On Post Offices and Post Roads—Messrs. Robiy. 
son, Grundy, Knight, Brown and Niles. 

On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Tipton, M’Kean, 
Nicholas, Young and Williams. 

On Pensions—Messrs. Morris, Sevier, Prentiss, 
Pierce and Roane. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. Brown, White, 
Crittenden, Norvell and Smith of Con. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Kent, King 
of Alabama, Nicholas, Roane and Allen. ‘ 

On Patents and Patent Office—Messrs. Ruggles, 
Strange, Bayard, Prentiss and Robinson. 

On Contingent Expenses of the Senate—Messts, 
McKearn, Talimadge, and Black. 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Clay of Alabama 
Smith of Indiana, and Norvell. 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Smith of Connecticut, 
Lyon, and Allen. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, so: much of the 
President’s message as relates to the subject of Fi- 
nance, as also of the reportof the Secretary of the 
Treasury, was referred to the Commitice on F- 
nance. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, so much of tie 
message as relates to the Judiciary, was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, as was also » 
much of the report of the Secretary of the Tres 
sury as relates to that subject. 

Mr. GRUNDY moved that when the Senate at- 
journ it adjourn til Monday next; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented a memorial from the 
Chamber of Commerce, New Orleans, praying the 
establishment of a national bank; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented a memorial from Mr. 
Teakle, a Senator in the Legislature of Maryland, 
giving his views geverally, on the subject of finance; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive business; a0/ 
when the doors were opened, 

Mr. WHITE announced the death of the Hon. 
J. Sranperer, a member elect of the House of 
Representatives. Mr. W. then offered the follow: 
ing resolutions: , 

Resolved, wnanimously, That as a testimony 0 
respect for the memory of the Hon. Jas. Sranpsr#s, 
late a member elect of the House of Representa- 
tives from the State of Tennessee, the Senate will 
go into mourning, by wearing crape on the left arm 
for thirty days. 

Resolved unanimously, That as an additional mark 
of respect to the memory of the deceased, the Senalt 
do now adjourn. 

The resolutions having been unanimously adopied, 
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